U 
45 
1 


>” . 
= wy 0 
- 32 . | 
4 <4 4 2 5 
bt I” 3 £ 
4 $5 


+ 
* = 
7 N 
X oy - 1 N Cl 
# + PSY 4 bw. 2 
© £0 ren. 
WAL - bs . - or a 7 
rr Ion to 'S 4 
2 „ 4 $3,” EE 83 
; n > — 2 3 
a « wOS — - 
- p ore PR 
* 0 o 1 Y 4 77 
OY 
\ 4 


* Conſidered mw 1% 2 


TT ERS 


T 0 1 1 J 


IN RHABTTANTS of London, 72 nber, 


and all other Parts of Great Britain: 


oe” 


Propoſing to their ſerious Thoughts, a SUMMARY | 
of the Divine Laws comprehended ia the Ten Com- 
mandments, and of the Divine Threatnings re- 
corded in the Holy 3 againſt the ſtub- 
born Tranſgreſſors of them Tezzarxins of 


Puniſhments to be inflicted in this World, when 


the righteous Gop ſhall.viſit- * Gp n 
for the Sins of its Inhabitants. 5 8 


Together with, An Account of a fare Way. to e. 2 


Comfort, and Happ __ 


Starch the Seriptuter, John v. 39- | Z 39s AE. 
Seek ye ont of the Book of the LORD, ai 4 Tha, Gui, 16. 
Hear the Ward of the LORD, ye Childres of Iſrael: fer the R 
bath a Controverſy 4vith the Inhabitants of the Land, Hol. iv. 1. 
Becauſe they regard not the Works of. the LORD, nor the — 
Lion of his Hands, be Ne e them and not build them up. 


* XXV1i1. i . 


* 


Publiſhed as a Means to 3 13 and | Refor- 

mation, and to adminiſter Conſolation to all ſerious 

| Chriſtians, in Times of common Calamity. A Book 

always proper to be in every Family, and its Contents 

of the utmoſt Importance to be known unto, con- 
ſidered by, all Sorts of People. 
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INHABITANTS of LonDoN and 
WBkSTMINSTER, Ge. 


HEN the Inhabitants of any City, or 
% Country, have long revolted from 
ES God, when Iniquities have long a- 
i S bounded among them, they then 
Vat = have Reaſon to fear, and to expect a 
Suffering under the Divine Vengeance. 
When they have long enjoyed the Means, and 
Opportunities of Knowing God, and his Will, and 
their Duty to him, and yet ſtubboroly remain re- 
gardleſs of them, and obſtinately perſiſt in Diſobe- 
dience to his Commandments, they then have the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments from the Nature of Things, 
and the Threateniogs of the Divine Law, to be very 
apprehenſive that Deſtruction from the Almighty 
may befal them, h 4 


* | "RW : It 


4 Sacred Declarations, Oc: „ 
It is ſaid in Heb. x. 26—31, F we fin wilfully af. 


ter that we bave received the Knowledge of the Truth, 


there remaineth no more Sacrifice for Sin, but a certain 


. . fearful looking for of Judgment, and fiery Indignation, 
_ + * ebich ſhall devour the Adverſaries [of God.] He that 
deſpiſed Moſes*s Law died without Mercy under two, 

or three Wiineſſes : Of how much ſorer Puniſbment, 


ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath trod- 
den under Foot the Son of God, and bath counted tbe 
Blood of the Covenant, wherewith he was ſantiified, 
an unboly Thing, and bath doneDeſpite unto the Spirit of 
Grace: For wwe know bim that hath ſaid, Vengeance 
belongeth anto me, ſaith the Lord. And again, The 
Lord ſhall judge his People. It is 4 fear Thing to 


fall into the Hands of the Living God. 


That the Inhabitants of 1. — and . 
have long, and moſt dreadfully provoked the Wrath 
of the Holy God, and go on ſtill multiplying the 
Provocations of his deſtroying Judgments, is unde- 
niably evident from what his Lordfbip the Biſbop of 


TDondan, in his moſt ſeaſonable and ſerious Letter to 


the Clergy and People of theſe Cities, has very juſtly 
obſerved. — 0 cas 

The Righteous God has not only manifeſted amaz- 
ing Patience and Forbearance towards us, and the 
reſt of the People of Grea! Britain; but he has, 
through a Courſe of many Years, and by various 


Diſpenſations of his Providence, both merciful and 1 


afflicting, been calling us to Repentance, and Re- 
formation, calling us to ſeek Peace with him: And 


he has given awful Tokens of his Indignation, on | 


the account of the numberleſs Sins againſt him, by 
which the Land is polluted ; Tokens that the Time 
of his tremendous Vifitation for Sin is very near; 
nay, but rather that, is already begun. ? 

I ſhall only mention Two Particulars out of many, 


viz. 1. The MokrALITv, which, for ſome Years, 
bas been deſtroying the larger Catile; by 9 


* 


Sacred Declarations, Gc: y 
God plainly. admoniſhes us, that if we will dot be 
reformed by ſuch Judgments, he will deſtroy our 


| Perſons. 2. The EARTHGUAK ES, which have 


lately happened. 1. The Mortality among the 
Cattle is one. fearful Token. For after God had 
threatened to inflict divers Calamities on his People, 
if they. would not hearken to him, and would not 
do all his Commandments, if they ſhall. deſpiſe his 
Statutes, or if their Soul ſhop]d abhor his Judg- 


ments, ſo that they would not do all his Command: 
ments, but break his Covenant; I ſay, after God 


had denounced various Judgments to be inflicted on 
them for their Sins, one of which was, that he would 
deſtroy theis, Cattle. (Lev. xxvi. 22.) He fays, I ye 
will not be reformed by me, by theſe T hings, but will 
walk contrary unto ine, then I will alſo walk contrary 
unto you, and will puniſh you ſeven. Times for your Sins, 
And I will bring a Sword upon you, that ſhall avenge 
the Quarrel of my Covenant : And when ye are gathered 
together within your Cities, I will fend the Peſtilence 
among you, and ye ſhall be delivered into the Hand of 
the Enemy. Vid. Lev. xxvi. 23, 24, 155. 
The Holy God, by continuing the mortal Sickneſs ' 
among the Cattle, tells us, that his Wrath is not 
turned away from us, that we mult repent, and a- 
mend our Ways, or expect to fee] his Vengeance 
in our Perſons; and by the flow Progreſs of the 


Mortality among the Cattle, thrqugh a Courſe of 


ſeveral. Years, he ſhews himſelf a moſt merciful 

God, and that he is loth to deſtroy us. Therefore, 
If People will not hearken to the Almighty, but 

go on in their Treſpaſſes, their Guilt will be moſt 


heinouſly aggravated, and the Righteouſneſs of God's 


deſtroying Judgments. will be moſt conſpicuous, 
when they ſhall be executed. | | 


The other Token of God's Diſpleaſure and Con+ 
troverſy with us, are the EARTHQUAKES, which 
n rng; 2 


6 Sacred Declarations, ' | _ 
have lately happened, not only under theſe Two 


great Cities, but in other Parts of this Kingdom. 


FEaR THG AK RS are the Productions of the Al- 
mighty Power of God; and happen only when and 
Where he commands them to happen: No Aſtrono- 
mer, no Philoſopher, can tell when or where the ter- 
rible and mighty ConvuLsIons of the Earth ſhall 
be : No, no more than they can tell when theWind 
will change from Eaſt to Weſt, or to any other Point 
of the Compals, or how long it ſhall blow from this 
or that Quarter, or when it t ſhall raiſe Storms and 
Tempeſts: And although natural Cauſes may be 
employed in producing ſuch Effects, yet it is God 
who manages theſe natural Cauſes, and who can re- 
ſtrain. or quicken their Agency as he pleaſes, and 
who always does ſo. 

It is the Mighty God, who makes the Earth 'to 
tremble; therefore ſaid David (Pſalm Ix. 12.) 0 
God, thou haſt caft us off, thou haſt ſcatiered us, thou 
haſt teen diſpleaſed ; O turn thyſelf to us again. Thou 
haſt made the Earth to tremble, thou haſt broken it : 
Heal the Breaches thereof, for it ſhaketh, 

The Lord is the true God, and an everlaſting King : 
At his Wrath, the Earth ſhall tremble, and the Na- 
tions ſhall not be able to abide bis Indignation, faid the 
Prophet, Jer. x. 10, 

And the Prophet Jſaiab, declaring God's Indig- 
nation againſt the Inhabitants of Feru/alem, for their 
Sins, ſays to them; Thou ſhalt be viſited of theLord A 
Hoſts with Thunder, and with Earthquake, and great 
Noiſe, with Storm, and Tempeſt, and the Flame of 
devouring Fire, Iſaiah xxix. 6, 

And doubtleſs, when any other People fall under 
the like Guilt, they fall under the like Threatenings, 
which will be executed when ever the Lord pleaſcs. 

The Divine Power is never idle, or inactive: As 
it did act in the Creation of the Univerſe, ſo it is 

always 


Sacred Declarations, &c. 7 
always acting in upholding, preſerving, and regulat- 
ing all the Parts of it: and ſome Things appear to 
be the immediate Effects of the Divine Agency; 
particularly, the Courſe of the Wind, whence, and 
whither it blows, Storms, and Tempeſts, Thunder- 
ings, and Lightenings, and Earthquakes, They that 
go down to the Sea in Ships, that do Buſineſs in great 
Waters; 'theſe fee the Works of the Lord, and bis Won- 
ders in the Deep. For he commandeth, and raiſeth the 
ſtormy Wind, which lifteth up the Waves thereof, Pal. 
cix. 23, 24, 25. * Nia | tu 
The Agency of the Power of God appears like- 
wiſe in his Management of Things in the Moral 
World, the Concerns of rational Creatures, the 
Things in which Nations, Cities, and Families, and 
particular. Perſons are concerned. Shall there be Evil 
in the City, and the Lord bath not done it, it is ſaid, 


ca FF _” YU _ TT. —_— 10 
- 


J Amos iii. 6. . UA, 

) Faumxs, and PesTILENCES, and EARTHQUAKES 

1 are tremendous Judgments of the Almighty and 
4 Holy God, by which Multitudes have been deſtroy- 

; ed; yet, tremendous. as they are, they are men- 

; tioned by our Bleſſed Saviour as foregoing Stoxs of 

: greater Miſeries, For after he' had foretold them, 
[= he ſays, All theſe are the Beginning of Sorrows. Mat. 
e xxiv. 8. + 71 

And have not Famines, and Peſtilences, and Earth= © 

3 quakes, been lately in divers Places? And hath not 
ir the Inhabitants of Great Britain, and its Cities, long, 
of even through the Courſe of many Years, been pro- 
at voking the Moſt High? Have they not been re- 
of gardleſs of his Laws, affronting his Authority, and 

| defying his Juſtice, and his Power? And do they 
ler not ſtill go on in their evil Ways, and in a dreadful 
Is, Rebellion a gainſt him? And' what will be the End of 
_ as ſuch a deſperate Courſe! Are not greater Calamiti-s, 


and greater Deſtructions of Sinners, to be feared, 
and expected? r 


The 


* 
1 
1 
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The Mn het Jſaiab having expoſtulated with the 
Inhabitants Uf Judab for their Wickednefs, and In- 
corrigibleneſs, under thoſe. Judgments, which had 
been inflicted on thetn, adds, (Jſaiab i. 24.) There- 
fore ſaith the Lord, the Lord of Hoſts, the Mighty One 
of Iſrael, Ab, I will eaſe me of mine Adverſaries, and 
avenge me of mine Enemies. And who are theſe ? 
Doubtleſs, all who lead ly Lives : They evi- 
dently appear to be God's Enemies by their wicked 


Works: and inexpreſſible are the Terrors of the 


Time, when the Righteous God ſhall avenge him- 


_ felf of them. 


I may likewiſe EY that after the Pro phet had 


ſaid to the Lord, Thou haſt forſaken thy People, he 


fays to the People, Enter into the Rock, and hide 
#hee in the Diſt for Fear of the Lord, and for the 
Glory of bis Majzfty, (vid. 1ſaiab ii. 6, 10.) And he 
foretels their going into the Clefts of he Rocks, _ 
into the Tops of tht ragged Rocks, for Fear of the 

Lord, and for the Glory of his Majeſty, when be ſhall 
ariſe to ſhake terribly the Earth. | 

When the ineorrigible Sinners ſhall come to ſee 

the dreadful Execution of God's threatened. Judg- 
ments, when the Arrows of his Wrath ſhall fly 
thick around them, when they ſhall hear nothing 
but dreadful Tidings, when they ſhall Raagand-ſee 


i ear of many Families, and Multitudes deſtroyed, or re+ 


f 
F 


duced to extreme Diſtreſs and Miſery, who a little 
before enjoyed Health, Proſperity, and Peace; 
when Dangers thicken about them, when their 
guilty Souls ſhall be filled with horrible Fears, they 
may fly from their Dwellings, and ſeck hiding 
Places for their Security, but they cannot fly from 
God, nor get out of the Reach of his Arm: Whi- 
therſoever they ſhall go, the Juſt God is there; if 
in the City there comes a Peſtilence, or Famine, 
without 1t the * may devour, 


And 


"HET? 
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And altho? the Wicked, in a Time of Tranquil- 
lity, may for a while be ſtupid, and Fearleſs, yer 


will make their Hearts to ach, and their Fleſh to 
tremble, and fill their Souls with Conſternation, and 
amazing Terrors. Then the Sinners in Zion will be 
afraid, then Fearfulneſs wall ſurprize the Hypo- 
crites. 

There is Reaſon, as I have obſerved, to think that 
the Day of the Lord's Viſitation of this Land for Sin 
is begun, and proceeding; and therefore the Hearts 


1 of ungodly Sinners may well faint with the Ap- 


Prehenſion of the Evils that may juſtly be ex- 
pected. 

I ſay not theſe Things to drive any to Deſpair, 
but to excite them immediately to ſeek Peace, and 


- Reconciliation, with the Holy God, through Faith 


in the Bleſſed Jeſus, who is both able and willing to 
fave even the chief of Sinners, who return to God 
through him. 

There is ſtill Room to hope for Mercy and Par- 


don. Therefore it is that the Loxp till waits, even 


J fo. ge A. ee ed Th ts 


s mr 


d 


that he may be gracious unto us. 

If the Inhabitants of our Cities, if the People * 
our Land, will, like the Ninevites, believe God, and 
faſt and humble themſelves, and cry mightily unto 
Godpand=turn every one from his evil Ways, and 
from the Violence that is in their Hands, God will 
turn from his fierce Anger, and we ſhall not periſh. 
(vid. Jonab iii.) 

For the Lord hath ſaid, At what Inſtant 1 fhall 
ſpeak concerning a Nation, and concerni ng Kingdom, 
to pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy it; if 
that Nation, againſt whom I have pronounced, turn 
from their Evil, I will repent of _ Evil that I 
thought to do unto them, Jer. xvili. 7, 8 


B 3 But 


when God proceeds in $ Controverſy with them, he l 


10 Sacred Declarations, &c. 
But we can have no well-grounded Hope of eſ- 


caping the deſtroying Judgments of God, of God 


long provoked, till we ſee a great Reformation in 
our Cities and Nation, 

Reformation is the Thing which the Wofſd, and 
the Providence of God do loudly call for; ànd that 
I may thro? the divine Bleſſing be an Inſtrument of 
his bringing a ſinful People to Repentance, Faith, 
and Holineſs, in Heart and Life, I ſhall give an Ac- 


count of ſome Sor Ts of Perſons, whom God will 


puniſh in the Day of his awful Viſitation for Sin. 


Ie Word of the Lord is the Deriſion of pro- 


fane Sinners in theſe Days, no leſs than in Time 
paſt; yet the divine Providence is always fulfilling 
his Word. 

Well did David ſay to God, Thou haſt magnified 
thy Werd above all thy Name, Pfal. cxxxviii. 2, The 
Word of God is the Sword of the Spirit (Epheſ. vi. 
xvii.) It is the great Means by which the holy 
Spirit ſubdues Sinners, and brings them to the Obe- 


dienc e of Faith, and by which he enableth Believers 


to conflict with, and overcome their ſpiritual Ene- 
m es, the Principalities, and Powers, and the Rulers 
of the Darkneſs of this World. 

But the Generality of People are Strangers to the 
Word of God, and many who ſcoff at it never read 
itz yet the Time will come, will ſurely come, when 
all Men will be made to know ſomewhat of it, for 
they will be judged according to it. 

It is certainly very ſeaſonable, and needful, when 
God is riſen out of his Place to puniſh the Inhabi- 
tants of the the Earth for their Intquities, very need- 
ful, I ſay, to acquaint them with what the Word of 
the Lord has ſpoken concerning various Sorts of 
Sinners, and let them obſerve whether God in the 
Courſe of his Providences will not act according to 
the Declarations upon Record in his holy Word; 


and conſider whether it is not their Intereſt, as well 


as 


Sacred Declarations, &c. t1 


eſcape the Evil he has threatned. 


And it deſerves the moſt ſerious Notice, and 
Conſideration, that the following Sorts of Perſons 
are particularly threatned with Puniſhments in the 


Day of God's Viſitation for Sin : And happy will it 


. | be if thoſe guilty Sorts of People, ſhall ponder in 
their Minds, what the Lord hath faid concerning 
them, and be prevailed with to fly from that Wrath 


which is coming on the Children of Diſobedience, 
by flying to the bleſſed Jeſus with the Wings of Faith, 
and becoming his true Diſciples, new Creatures in 
him, ſanctified by his Spirit, and made fruitful in 
Holineſs by Union, and Fellowſhip with him. 

I. Thoſe Miniſters of the Word of God, of 
every Denomination, who either ſet bad Examples, 
or live in the Neglect of the Duty-they owe to the 
People under their Care, are one Sort of Perſons 
particularly threatned by the holy God. 

I mention theſe by Way of Preface, becauſe they 


are as Stewards of the Myſteries of God (1 Cor. iv. 


1.) and have in Charge to teach the People, the 
Doctrines, the Statutes, the Commandments and 
the Ordinances of God; and becauſe their bad Ex. 
amples, and Neglect of the Duties of their Mi- 


niſtry, are ſad Occaſions of Irreligion, and Wicked- 
2X neſs among the People. 


In Jſaiab v. 6, 9— 12. the Word of the Lory 
ſays, Al the Beaſts of the Field come to devour, yea, 
all the Beaſts of the Foreſt. His Watchmen are blind, 
they are all ignorant, they are all dumb Dogs, they cannot 
bark; ſleeping, Hing down, loving to flumber. Yea, 
they are greedy Dogs, which can never have enough, 
and they are Shepherds that cannot underſtand : They 
all look to their own Way, every one for his Gain from 
bis Quarter. Come ye, fay they, Iwill fetch Mine, 
and wwe will fill ourſelves with ſtrong Drink, and ta- 

| N r marrow 


as Duty, to ſeek Peace with God, that fo they may 


—— . —— > _ __ 


12 Sacred Declarations, &c. 
morrow ſhall be as this Day, und much more abun- 
dant. 

By Watchmen, and Shepherds, were meant the 
Prophets and Prieſts, who, in the Days of Isa1an, 
were Miniſters of the Word of God, who ought to 
have underſtood it, and been able to inſtruct the | 
People in it, able to teach them, what God would 
have them to know, to believe, and to do; they x 
ought to be Men free from Avarice, and of great 
Sobriety. _ RE | | 
The Paſſages cited ſhew, that the following Sorts 
of bad Miniſters, are plainly threatned with De- 
ſtruction in the Day of the Lord's Viſitation, 

1. Thoſe Miniſters, who are ignorant, ignorant 
of thoſe Things, which God would have them 
teach the People, and ſo are no more capable of 
performing their Office, than Watchmen who are 
blind can fee an approaching Danger, and thereup- 
on give Warning of it, or guide People in the Way 
they ſhould go, but are like dumb Dogs, that can- 
not bark to give Notice when a Wolf is coming : 
Their Ignorance rendering them incapable of ac- 
quainting the People under their Care, with the 
Dangers their Souls are expoſed to. 

2. Thoſe, lazy, careleſs Miniſters, who wilfully 
neglect to perform the Duties of their ſacred Func- 
tion, and indulge themſelves in Eaſe, Idleneſs, and 
Sloth. This is manifeſtly imported in thoſe Ex- 
preſſions, /leeping, lying down, and loving to flum- 

* | 
3. Thoſe coveteus Miniſters, who, tho' negligent 
of the Service they owe to their People, yet are for 
getting as much from them as they can, making 

their own ſecular Intereſt their chief Concern, This 
is plainly ſignified by thoſe Words, viz. they are 
. greedy Dogs, which can never have enough—they all | 
. look to their own Way, every one for his Gain from bis 
Quarter. 
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4. Thoſe bing Miniſters, who are fond of 


ſtrong Liquors, and encourage others to drink with 
them to exceſs, and ſpeak Words, and act aecording 


to the Import of Verſe 12. Come pe, ſay they, I 
will fetch Mine, and we will fill ourſelves with ſtrong 
Drink, and To-morrow ſhall be as this Day, and much 
more abundant. INN 

In Ferem. ii. 8, 9. are theſe Words, viz. The 
Priefts ſaid not, Where is the Lord? And ibey that 
handle the Law knew me not, the Paſtors alſo tranſ- 


greſſed againſt me, and the Prophets propheſied by 
Baal, and waked after Things that d not profit. 


Wherefore 1 will yet plead with you, ſaith the Lord, 
and with your Children's Children will I plead, 
Theſe Words ſhew, that the holy God has a 


Controverſy with ungodly Miniſters, who are deſti- 


tute of the ſaving Knowledge of him, and live in 
Diſobedience to him; ſuch Miniſters, - inſtead of 5 
obtaining a Bleſſing on their Clnldren, expoſe them 


to a Curſe, and the Lord will deal with thoſe Pa- 


rents in a Way of Wrath. 8 

In Ferem. xxii, 2. it is written, Therefore thus 
ſaith the Lox D God of Iſrael agninſt the Paſtors, that 
feed my People, Ye have ſcattered my Flock, and driven 


| them away, and have not viſited them: Bebold I I 


will, viſit upon you the Evil of your Doings, ſaith the 
Lord. Which Words ſhew, that God will viſit 
upon ſuch Paſtors, as will not faithfully: perform 


their Duty, but neglect the Care of their People, 


that he will viſit upon them the Evil of their 
Doing. | y 

The Apoſtle not only taught the People publickly, 
but from Houſe to Houſe, teaching Repentance 
toward God, and Faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
(ſee Ads xx. 20, 21.) but thoſe Miniſters who will not 
imitate the Example of the Apoſtle, but neglect to 
viſit their Sheep, and behave fo, as to drive them 


from 
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from attending the ſacred Miniſtrations, provoke 
the Anger of God, and have Reaſon to expeck a 
Feeling the bitter Effects of it. | 
In Ezek. xxii. 26, 31. the righteous God ſays, 
Her Prieſts have violated my Law, and have profaned 
mine holy Things : They have put no Difference be- 
tween the Holy and Profane, neither have they ſhewed 
Difference between the Unclean and the Clean, and 
have bid their Eyes from my Sabbaths, and I am pro- 
faned among them. I have conſumed them with the 
Fire of my Wrath : Their own Way have I recom- 
penſed upon their Heads, ſaith the Lox D God. Theſe 
Paſſages ſhew, that thoſe Miniſters of God in ſacred 
things, who (regardleſs of their Duty) admit un- 
godly Perſons to thoſe divine Ordinances which are 
the peculiar Privilege of the Righteous, and reject 
the Righteous for whom they were appointed, and 
who will not look into, and obſerve the Laws of 
the Sabbath, to keep it holy, have Reaſon to be 
afraid, that the juſt God will pour out his Indigna- 
tion upon them, and conſume them in the Day of 
his Viſitation for Sin. 8 
Happy for them will it be, if thoſe Miniſters of 
the Word of God, who are the Objects of the 
Threatnings mentioned, ſhall conſider and lay them 
to Heart, and make the right Improvement of 
them. "Ys | | 


II. Profane Perſons, who ſcoff at ſerious Things, 
who deride the Providence, or the Word, or the 
Commandments, or the Sabbaths, or the Ordi- - 
nances, or the Worſhip, or the People of God, 
are Objects of his Viſitation and Wrath. 
The Words and Actions of theſe Perſons ſhew 
an Enmity againſt God, and an impious Contempt 
of his Authority, and Laws, and a proud Difdain of 
his People: And they bring upon themſelves the 
Character of Scorners, or of being ſcornful. 
* 2 n 
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to ſuch a Creature the Glory due to God alone. 
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In Prov. ii. 33, 34. it is faid, The Curſe of the 
Lord is in the Houſe of the Wicked —— ſurely he ſcorneth 
the Scorners. And in Prov. xix. 29. it is declared, 
That Judgments are prepared for Scorners. And 
therefore this Sort of Sinners have Reaſon to think, 
that divine Judgment will come heavy upon them 
in the Day of the Lord's Viſitation. +: 

Scorners are dangerous Inhabitants of a City, for 


it is ſaid, Prov. xxix. 8. Scornful Men bring a City 
into a Snare. 


Theſe are Tranſgreſſors of the firſt Command, 
which, as it forbids the having any other God, ſo it 
ſignifies, that it is our Duty to acknowledge, love, 
and reverence the true God, and have Reſpect to all 


his Statutes, and Ordinances, which theſe Sinners 
contemn and deſpiſe. 


III. IpoL AT ERS. There are two Sorts of Idolatry; 
one, a Tranſgreſſion of the irt of the Ten Com- 
mandments, the other, a Violation of the Second 
of them. 


And thoſe Perſons are guilty of tranſgreſſing the 


fitſt Commandment, who own, or acknowledge 


any Creature as God, or who pay religious Reſpect 
or Reverence, by any inward Action of their 


3 Minds, or Geſture of their Body, to any Creature 
as God and the Object of their Worſhip. 


Theſe Actions are an Acknowledgment of ſuch a 


Creature as God, and is the having another God be- 
fore the Face, or beſides Je novan, the one only living 


and true God; and is the Sin, the Idolatry forbid- 


den in Exod. xx. 3. where the Almighty ſays, Thou 
Halt have no other God, before Me. 


And this is a moſt heinous Impiety z becauſe it 


is an Acknowledgment of divine Perfections, Wi/- 


dom, Knowledge, Holineſs, Power, and Goodneſs, to 
be the Attributes of ſuch a Creature, and a giving 


And 
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And ſince God has given to Man an Underſtand- 

ing to know Things, and a reaſoning Faculty to 

draw proper Concluſions, it is the more abſurd — 


irrational in Man, to entertain an Apprehenſion, 


that any material Subſtance is poſſeſſed with the At- 
tributes of that Being who formed it. | 
The ſecond Commandment forbids Mens making 
any Images to be the Means of religious Worſhip- 
ing the true God As the firſt Commandment 
relates to the Object of divine Worſhip, ſo the Se- 
cond to the. M&iis of it, It ſays, Thou ſhalt not 
make to thyſelf any graven Image, or any Likeneſs of 
any Thing hat is in Heaven above, or that is in the | 
Earth beneath, or that is in the Water under the 
Earth. Thou ſhall not bow down thyſelf to them nor 


ſerve them. (Vid. Exod. xx. 4, 5.) 


And as the Law forbids the making any Repre- 
ſentations, as the Means of Worſhip, and the per- 
forming any bodily Actions expreſlive of Reverence 
to them; ſo it muſt be underſtood for the ſame Rea- 
ſons, to forbid thoſe internal Acts of the Mind, 
which ſignify a religious Devotion to them. | 

Worſhipping the true God by Means of a molten 
or graven Image, was the 2 of the Children of | 
Iſrael. When the golden Calf a was made, the Peo- 
ple ſaid, Theſe be 65 Gods, O Iirael, which brought © 
thee out of the Land if Egypt, Exod. xxxii. 4. g. d. 
This Image is to repreſent God, who delivered us 
from our Bondage to the Egyptians, we will keep 
in Remembrance our Deliverance, and expreſs our 
Reverence of Jebovab our God, by Acts of Ado- i 
ration to this Image. : 
For they kept a Feaſt to Jebovab, by Means of i 
that golden Calf. | 

Aaron made Proclamation, and ſaid, 75 5 0 morrow 3 
ig a Feaſt to the Lorp, i. e. Jebovab. (Exod. xxxii. 
5.) and ver. 6. it is ſaid, They roſe up early on tbe 

Morrow, * 


by Means of the Golden Calf, by performing their 


Acts of religious Worſhip to it, as a Repreſentation 


of God, who had brought them out of the Land of 
Nou from what has been obſerved, the Nature of 
the Sin of 1dolatry is very manifeſt, and the Idola- 


try forbidden by the ſecond Commandment, is a 


very heinous Iniquity ; obſcuring from the Idolaters, 
the Brightneſs, the Glory of the divine Majeſty, by 
making Images of Creatures, real or ima- 
ginary, Repreſentations. of God, becauſe ſuch Re- 
preſentations can only excite falfe and debaſing Ideas 
of a Being who is inviſible, who never was ſeen, or 
can be ſeen ; and whoſe Glory it is to be unlike 
all ſenſible Objects, and infinitely to tranſcend the 
moſt excellent Creatures, To whom then will ye 
liken God ? Or what Likeneſs will ye compare to him ? 
ſays the inſpired Prophet 1/aiab xl. 18. and v. 25. 


To whom then will ye liken me? or ſhall I be equal? 


ſays the. boly One. 

It is a vile Indignity to the great God, to make 
any Repreſentation, or Image to be the Means of 
worſhiping him; a Practice very provoking of his 


Anger. 


How terrible did the holy God reſent it, when the 


Iſraelites were guilty of it. 

The Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Go, get thee dun; for 
thy People which thou broug bieſt out of the Land of 
Egypt, have corrupted themſelves. They have turned 
aſide quickly out of the Way which I commanded them; 
they have made them à molten Calf, and have worſhiped 
it, and have ſacrificed thereunto, and ſaid, Theſe be 


thy Gods, O Iſrael, which have brought thee up out of © 


the Land of Egypt. v. 7, $8.-— Now therefore let 

me alone, that my Wrath may wax hot againſt them, 

and that I may conſume them. v. 10. 5 
C 


Moſes 
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Morrow, and. offered. Burnt-offerings, and brought 
Peace-offermegs, (i. e. to Jehovah) and this they did 


eit 


Kingdom of Ged. 1 Cor. vi. . 
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Moſes indeed prayed for the People, and God did 
not deſtroy them, though many > the Idolaters by 


Moſes bewailed their idolatry, and ſaid, O this 
People have finned a great Sin, v. 27, 28 Aud the 
Lord plagued the People, becauſe they made the Calf 


his Appointment were ſlain. 


which Aaron made. 


Surely the ſad Examples of the Iſraelites herein, 
and the Manifeſtations of God's Wrath againſt them, 
ſhould make all Men ever after afraid of worſhiping 
even the true God by Means of any Images whatever. 

It was the fame ort of Idolatry which Feroboam 
King of Jſrael eſtabliſhed by his Authority. He took 
Counſel and made two Calves of Gold, and ſaid unto 
them, (i. e. his Subjects) 1! ig too much for you to go 
up to Feruſalem: Behold thy Gods, O Iſrael, which 
brought thee up out of the Land of Egypt. And he ſet 
the one in Bethel, and the other put he in Dan. 1 Kings 
xii. 28, 29. 

And thus did Jeroboam bring the Children of 
Vrael to ſin againſt the Lord their God. 

And whoever, to expreſs, or ſignify their Reve- 
rence or Worſhip of the moſt high God, ſhall per- 
form Acts of Homage, Reverence, and Worſhip to 
any Image. molten, graven, or painted, is guilty of 
the like Idolatry. 

God has, in very many Paſſages of his Word, 
threaened to puniſh Idolaters in the Day of his Viſi- 


tation for Sin. And there are many Inſtances upon 


Record in the ſacred Scriptures of his having done 
ſo ; and it concerns every one that” is guilty of this 
Sa; to conſider that Idolaters ſhall not inherit the 


IV. Proud Perfons are another Sort whom the 


poly God has threatened to purillh 4 in the Day of his 
Vifſitation for Sin. 


Various is the Fuel for Pride, viz. fine Houſes, 
the Ornaments for Apparel, Furniture, Gardens, 
Riches, 
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Riches, and Equipage, Beauty, Learning and Ho. 
nour, and divers other Things. 5 i 

Pride is a Man's overvaluing himſelf on Account 


of ſome natural, or acquired, or imaginary Gifts, 
or Excellencies; it is when a Man thinks of himſelf 


1s more highly than he ought to do. 
g Proud Perſons are Idols to themſelves, and Tranſ- 
2 greſſors of the firſt Commandment, and have not 


m that Love to God, that Reverence of him, or that 
ok F Humility of Mind which are their Duty; and God 
to admoniſhes them by awful Threatnings. 
70 In Iſaiah ii. 11, 12, the Prophet ſays, The 
ch lofty Looks of Man ſhall be humb/ed, and the Haughti- 
et neſs of Men ſhall be bowed down, and the Lord alone 
28 ſhall be exalted in that Day. For the Day of the Lord 
of Hoſts ſhall be «pon every one that is proud and 
of lofty, and upon every one that is liſted up, and be ſpall 
= be brought low. And in Confirmation of this it is 


to added v. 17. And the Loftineſs of Man ſhall be bowed. 
r- down, and the Haughtineſs of Men ſball be made low : 
o and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that Day, i. e. in 
of the Day wherein he viſits for Sin. 33 
And concerning Women it is declared in Iſaiah. 
l, iii. 16. Moreover the Lord ſaith, Becauſe the Daugh- 
i- ters of Zion are haughty, and walk with ſtretched 
n Forth Necks, and wanton Eyes, walking, and mincing 
* as they go, therefore the Lord will ſmite with a Scab 
is the Crown of the Head of the Daughters of Zion. 
1C ö v. 17. 
: And the Prophet declares v. 18. In ſhal Day (viz. + 
of Viſitation for Sin) he Lord will take away the 
je Bravery of their Ornaments, and greatly afflict them 
is (read v. 18. to the End of v. 24.) 
Pride goeth before Deſtruction, and an haughty Spi- 
$, rit before a Fall, it is ſaid Prov. xvi. 18. | 
85 The Prophet Ezekiel (in Exzek. xvi. 49.) ſaid to 
85 the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, Bebold this «was the Ini- 


quity of thy Siſter Sodom, Pride, Fulueſi of Bread (i. e. 
8 


Luxur 
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Wl | Luxury) and abundance of Idleneſs was in ber, and in 
hi her Daughters. And what was the Conſequence? 
Truly, a moſt dreadful and utter Deſtruction by 
Fire and Brimſtone. 

This Example of the divine Vengeance (with the 
Threatnings mentioned) they who indulge them- | 
ſelves in Pride, Luxury, Find Idleneſs, have Reaſon 
to be afraid, when the righteous God ag his 
Judgments for Sin. 


V. Perſons who are Lovers of Pleaſures 1 than 
Lovers of God, are another Sort that have Reaſon 
to expect a terrible F eeling of the Wrath of the Al- 
mighty, when he viſits for Sin. 

Senſual Delights engroſs the Affections of many 
People. It is the chief Thing they ſeek after; for 
which they take unwearied Pains, and are 'at Ex- 
pences far beyond what their Incomings will allow; 
and for the Enjoyment of which many impoyeriſh 

| themſelves and their Families. 4 
And are not they who /ove Pleaſures more than 1 
they love God, are they not in a black Liſt? and 

placed with Blaſphemers, falſe Accuſers, incontinent, 
fierce, Deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, Traitors, &c. 
See 2 Jim. iii. 2—4. 

And do not they love their Pleaſures more than 
they love God, who neglect the Duties they owe to 

God, for the Sake of being prelent at places of pub · 
lick Diverſions and Entertainments ? 

If a Man takes all Opportunities of being in the 
Company of one Acquaintance, and induſtriouſiy 
ſhuns the Company and Converſation of another, it 
is plain, to a Demonſtration, that he loves the one, 
and diſhkes, and hates the other, 

And thus. as to the Lovers of Pleaſure, it is moſt 
evident, that they are Haters of God, and ſome of 
his Enemies, | 

"They go with ardent Deſires to Plays, Operas, 
and other Places of ſenſual Delights, but will not 
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endure the Performance of religious Exerciſes in their 
Families, or Cloſets, nor will go to the Places of 
publick Worſhip. | 

And will not the Moſt High ew his Indignation 
againſt thoſe, when he is riſen out of his Place 0 
puniſh People for their Iniquities ? | 

What God ſaid concerning Babylon, manifeſts his 
Indignation againſt this Sort of Sinners; and that 
they have Cauſe to expect the bitter Fruits of it. 
Therefore hear now this, thou that art given to Plea» 
fures, that dwelleſt careleſty----- theſe two. Things ſhall 


Ian 
ſon come to thee in a Moment, in one Day, the Loſs of 
Al- Children, and Widowhood, they Hall come upon thee 

in their Perfection. Ia, 'xlvii, 8 8, 9. 
oy The Prophet ſays, Moe unto them the Harp, 
for and the Viol, and Tabret, and Pipe, and Wine are in 
'X= their Feaſts, but they regard not the Work of the Lord, 
V > neither conſider the Operation of his Hands, Ia. v. 11. 
ih And the Prophet Amos ſays, Mae to them that are 


at Eaſe in Zion Z that put far away the evil 
an Day, and cauſe the $ of Violence to come near ; that 
nd. lie upon Beds of Tvory{ and ſtreich themſelves upon their 
x, | Couc bes, and eat the Lambs out of the Flock, and the 
1 Calves aut of the midſt of the Stall; that chaw to the 
N Sound of the Vidal — that drink Wine in Bowls, and 
an anoint themſelves with the clief Ointments ; but they. 
to are not grieved for the Afflittion of Foſeph. See Amos 
BY | vi. 1—7. and read Deut. XXvill. 15. ad 
A The holy God: will put an End to their Pleaſures, 
he and bring them to weeping, and howling, and bit - 
ly | ter Lamentation, when he viſits a n for their 
1 Iniquities. | 
e, The Prophet ſay! „ in Jg. xxviii, 21, 22. Fur 
1 the Lord ſpall riſe up as in Mount Perazim, be ſhall 
& be wroth as inthe Valley of Gilean, that be may do bis 


Work, his ftrange Work; and bring to paſs his A. 
his ftran ge AF. Now therefore be ye not Mockers, 
leſt your Bands be made 8 for 1 bade heard from 

the 
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the Lord God of Hoſts, à Conſumption even determined 
upon the whole Earth. 

Then the Mirth of Tabrets ceaſeth, the Noiſe of 
them that rejoice endeth, the Foy of the Harp ceaſeth— 
All Foy is darkened, the Mirth of the Land is gone, 
- (Ifaiah xxiv. 8, 11.) Thus it will be, when God is 
puniſhing the Inhabitants of a Land for their Iniqui- 

tles. | 
Then will I cauſe to ceaſe from the Cities of Judah, 
and from the Streets of Jeruſalem, the Voice of Mirth, 
and the Voice of Gladneſs, ſays the righteous God, 
ſpeaking of the Time when he would inflict his 
Judgment for the Iniquities of his People. 

Theſe Declarations of the Almighty deſerve the 
Notice of them who indulge themſelves in ſenſual - 
Pleaſures. | 


VI. ProrFaness of the holy Name of God, are 
another Sort of Sinners that have Reaſon to expect 
Puniſhmeat in the Day of Viſitation for Sin. 

I underſtand by Profaneneſs, an irreligious Treat- 
ment, by Words or Actions, of ſomewhat ſacred, 
in Violation of the divine Laws concerning it. 

| God is greatly to be feared in the Aſſembly of the 
Saints : and to be had in Reverence of all them that 
are about him, (Pſalm Ixxxix. 7.) Holy and reverend 
is his Name, {Pſalm ii. g.) | 

All che Names, the Titles, Attributes, the Pro- 
vidence and Word of the Moſt High, even every 
Thing by which he has made himſelf known, ought 
always to be mentioned and treated with Seriouſ- 
neſs and Reverence. 

But all thoſe Words and Actions of Men relating 
to them, which ſignify a Contempt of them, or a 


Waat of Reverence to God, are Inſtances of Pro- 
faneneſs. | 


Thou 
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Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in 
vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltleſs that tak- 
eth his Name in vain, Exod. xx. 7. 
People take the Name of God in vain, when 
they uſe or mention it for trifling and vain Pur- 
— as many do in common Diſcourſe, without 
any Occaſion ; and when it can only ſerve to ſhew 
an Irreverence of the Great Jehovah, and to ſet bad 
Examples to all that hear them: 

But let ſuch profane Sinners remember, that tho 
they may eſcape Puniſhment from Men, yet tbe 
Lord will not bold them guiltleſs, and let them con- 
ſider the tremendous Import of that Declaration. 

It is yet a more aggravated Profaneneſs of the 
Name of God, when Men ſwear falſely by it; be- 
cauſe it is an impious Calling on God, or appealing 
to him, as Witneſs to a Falſehood, and is a con- 
cealing of Truth, or ſomething which ſhould be 
known, and is often injurious to others. It is ſpeak- 
ing a Lye with an Oath, _ 

Hear ye this—which ſwear by the Name of the 
Lord, and make mention of the God of Iſrael, but not 
in Truth, not in Righteouſneſs, ſaid the holy God to 
his People, Jſaiab xlviii. 1. Vill ye ſcear falſely— 
And come, and ſtand before me, and ſay, we are delivered 
to do all theſe Abominations.—Behold, even I bath ſeen 
it, faith the Lord. Therefore I will caſt you out of 
my fight. Jer. vii. 9, 11. 

Becauſe of Swearing the Land mourneth, ſaid the 
Prophet, Fer. xxili. 10. | 

Hear the Word of the Lord, ye Children of Iſrael, 
(faid Hoſea) for the Lord bath a Controverſy with the 
Inhabitants of th: Land, becauſe there is no Truh, nor 
Mercy, ncr Knowledge of God in the Land, Therefore 
fall the Land mourn. Hol. iv. 1, 3. 

This ts the Curſe that goeth forth over the Face of 
the whole Earih, for every one that ſtealtib ſhall be 75 
ef 
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off, as on this Side, and every one that fweareth su. 


"BE CUT OFF, as on that Side, according 10 it, it is 


laid, Zech. v. 3. | . 
There is yet another, and a very dreadful Sort of 


2 * 


profaning the Name of God, that is, when a Man, 
on any 


God to damn him, or that the Plague may take 


rovocation from another, ſhall pray to 
him, or that fome other Evil may befal him. . 
This is a profane Practice, which not only tranſ- 
greſſes the Laws of God, which requires us to love 
our Enemies, to love all Men, to pray for them 


which deſpitefully uſe us, but it is a treating God as 


if he was to fulfil their malicious Deſires, and to 
make his Power to ſubſerve their immoral Wiſhes 
and ſuch have abundant Reaſon to expect Puniſh- 


ment, when God viſits for Sin. 


VII. Proxrantss of God's Sabbaths are another 
Sort of Sinners, which provoke God to ſend de- 
firoying Judgments. Js | | 

The Sabbath is profaned, when People fall into a 
Dillike of it, and wilfully miſpend the Time of it, 


tranſgreſſing thoſe Laws, which require us to remem- 


ber the Sabbath Day to keep it holy, i. e. to em- 
ploy it in religious Exerciſes, except what Time 
muſt be taken up in the Works of Neceſſity and 

Works of Mercy. ; 
They who wilfully negle& the holy Convocation 
of People, appointed to be on the Sabbath, and 
will not give their Attendance on the Offices of the 
publick Worſhip of God, but tranſact their ſecular, 
Affairs, buy and ſell, or receive or make Viſits of 
Entertainment, or take their Recreations and Plea- 
ſure on the Day, or ſpend the Time in Idleneſs, are 

Profaners of the Sabbath. 
Six Days ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy Work, 
(i. e. about thy worldly Affairs) but the ſeventh Day 
* | | mos 
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is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God, in it thou ſhalt not 
do any Work, thou, nor thy Son, nor thy Daughter,, 
nor thy» Man-Servant, thy Maid - Servant, nor thy 
Cattle, nor the Stranger that is within thy Gates. 
And the holy God ſays, F thou turn away thy 
Foot from the Sabbath, from doing thine own Plea- 


ſure on my holy Day, and (ſhalt) call the Sabbath a De- 


light, the Holy of the Lord, honourable, and ſhalt ho- 
nour him, not doing thine own Ways, nor finding thine 
own Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine- own Words. Then 
ſhalt thou delight thyſelf in the Lord, and I will cauſe 
thee to ride upon the high Places of the Earth, andfeed 
thee with the Heritage of Jacob thy Father , for the 
Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. Iſa. lviii. 13, 14. 
It appears from theſe Paſſages, that God does not 
allow us on the Sabbath, either to do any worldly. 
Buſineſs, or to gratify ourſelves even with thoſe Re- 
creations and Pleaſures, ' which are Jawful on other 
Days: It appears, that if we prize the Day of Sa- 
cred Reſt, and take Delight in the religious Exer- 
ciſes of it, and abſtain from our own ſecular Works, 
and Words, and Pleaſures, we ſhall then pleaſe our 
moſt gracious God, and have his Bleſſing upon us, 
and have his Bleſſing manifeſted to us by kind Diſ- 
penſations of his Providence towards us: And it ap- 
pears alſo, that if we allow ourſelves to break his 
ws concerning the Sabbath, we provoke his Wrath. 
God hath promiſed to them that keep his Sab- 
baths, and chooſe the Things that pleaſe him, 
and take hold of his Covenant, that he will give 
them an everlaſting Name, that ſhall not be cut 
F: That them who. join themſelves to the Lord 
to ſerve him, and to love the Name of the Lord to be 
his Servants, every one that keepeth the Sabbath from 
polluting it, and taketh hold of his Covenant, even 
them will he bring to bis boy Mountain, and make 
them joyful in bis Houſe of Prayer. Read Iſajab lvi. 


4—8, 
D But 
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But moſt tremendous are the Declarations of the 
righteous God againſt his own People for profaning 
his Sabbath. i 

That is an awful Declaration of the Lon p of 
"Hoſts in Ezek. xx. 21. 

They polluted my Sabbaths ; Then I ſaid I would 
pour out my Fury upon them, And this Impiety is 
mentioned as one Cauſe of deſtroying Judgments, 
wo: of God's with-holding his Favour and Bleſſing, 

9. 13, 10, 24. 

This Irreligion is reckoned among the crying 
Sins of the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, (Ezek. xxil. 8.) 
Thou haſt deſpiſed mine boly Things, and baſt profaned 
my Sabbaths, ſaid the holy God. 

And after the mentioning of their Provocations, 
God ſays, (ib. v. 14.) Can thine Heart endure, or can 
#bine Hands be ſtrong in the Days that T ſhall deal with 
thee ? I the Lord have ſpoken it, and ] will do it. Aud 
Iwill ſcatter thee among the Heathen, and diſperſe thee 
in the Countries, and will conſume thy Filthineſs out of 
thee; ver. 16. 

Many People break God's Sabbaths without Re- 
morſe, becauſe they meet with no Puniſhments 
from Men, and becauſe the Judgments of God are 
not ſpeedily executed; but they muſt not think to 
eſcape ſo in the Day of God's Viſitation for Sin: 
The Threatnings mentioned plainly ſhew, that they 
- ſhall not eſcape. 

I have, in the foregoing Particulars, conſidered 
the Declarations 'of the righteons God concerning 
ſome © Sorts of Perſons who are wilful, ſtubborn 
Tranſgreſſors of one or other of the four firſt of the 
Ten Commandments, recorded in Exodus xx. and 
I intended to have related ſome of the awful Things 
| which the Lord hath ſpoken in his Word of thoſe, 
who live in wilful Diſobedience ta his other Com- 
mandments; but that what has been written may 

| | ſooner 


"IR 


ſobner get into the Hands of thoſe whom it chiefly 
concerns, I thought it needful firſt to publiſh this 


Thoughts of People. 


Earth, which have been related, are indeed full of 
doleful Tidings, Tidings which may juſtly fill the 
Minds of People with an awful Fear and Dread of 
provoking the Divine Anger, and excite them to 
forſake their Sins. N 5 

Are not the Threatnings mentioned, the Threat- 
nings of Almighty God, againſt thoſe Sorts of Per- 
ſons, who are the Objects of them! And is not the 
Great God able to execute them] And will he not do 
ſo, in cafe the Guilty remain incorrigible! 

And when, in, Way of his Providence, he pro- 


. eſcape them? Can they fly from God? Can they get 
cout of the Reach of his almighty Arm? Can they 
hide themſelves, where he cannot find them? Can 


2 him? $a1TH THE Loxp. Fer. xxiii. 24. He ſhall 
: not be able to hide himſelf, ſays God, Ferem. xlix. 
| 10. : g | 

q Every one has Reaſon to ſay unto God, as David 


did, P/."exXxix. 1. O Lord, thou haſt ſearched me, 
S and known me—thou underſtandeſt my Thought afar 


is not a Word in my To 


5 Spirit? or whithtr ſhall I flee from thy Preſence? If T 
ZN aſcend 4 into Heaven, thou art there: if 1 make my 
* Bed in He 


be Darkneſs ſhall cover me; even the Night ſhall be 
oF 00 about me; yea, the Darkneſs hideth not from 
bee. 


D 2 : = heſe 
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Part of what J propoſed to offer to the moſt ſerious 
The Dyer ARATIOxs of the Judge of the whole 


ceeds to fulfil his Threatnings, can the guilty Sin- 
ners, againſt whom they are pronounced, expect to 


a hide himſelf in ſecret Places, that I ſhall not ſce 


off —and art acquainted with all my Ways — For there 
ö ue, but lo, O Lord tbou 
d IJ knoweſt it altogether. — Huber ſhall Igo from thy 


ll, behold thou art there. If I ſay, ſurely. 


the | 
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Theſe are certain Truths: How vain and fooliſn 
is it then for guilty ſtubborn Sinners to ſeek by Flight 
a Safety from the Judgments God has denounced 
againſt them. 
But is there no Hope ? Is there no eſcaping he 
Wrath and Vengeance of the holy God? I anſwer, 
there is none by Flight, none by Riches, none by 
human Power or Policy. 
Yet, bleſſed be the merciful God, there is eme 
0 Hope remaining; there is a Door of Hope, opened 
by the gracious s Declarations, and kind Invitations 
which Almighty God, infinite in Goodneſs, has made 
to thoſe who proveked him to deſtroy them. 
Waſh ye, make you clean (ſays our God who de- 
lights in Mercy, 1/atah i. 16, &c.) Put away the 
Evil of your Doings from before mine Eyes, ceaſe to do 
Evil, learn to do well, ſeek Fudgment, relieve the Op- 
preſſed, judge the Fatherleſs, Mead for the Widow. 
Come now, and let us reaſon together, ſaith the 
Lord: Though your Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be as 
white as Snom; though they be red like Crimſon, they 
ſhall be as Wool. © 
If ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the Cod 
of the Land. v. 19. Which implies not only that 
1 God would then pardon them, and forbear to inflict 
3 'theJudgments threatened againſt them, but alſo that 
1 God would bleſs them, and provide n for 
them. 

It is added, ver. 20. But if ye refuſe, and rf- 
bel, ye ſhall be devoured with the Sword: for the 
Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. Signifying, that 
1f they would not repent of their Sins, but go on in 
their Treſpaſſes, and continue their Rebellion againſt 
God, they ſhould cercainly be deſtroyed. 

In Zerem. xviii. 7, 8. our merciful God ſays, At 
what Inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, and 
Concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down, and 
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to daſtroy it, if that Nation, againſt whom 1 have pro- 
nounced, turn from their Evil, I will repent of the 
Evil that I thought to do unto them. 

In Ezek. xxxiii. 11, As I live ſaith the Lord God, 
IJ have no Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked, but 
that the Wicked turn from his Way, and live: Turn 


he, turn ye from your evil Ways : far why will ye die, 


O Houſe of Iſrael ? 

In Ezek. xviii. 21, 22 0f; is ſaid, But if the Wic- 
ked will turn from all his Sins that be hath committed, 
and keep all my Statutes, and do that which is lawfu! 
and right, he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not die. All his 
Tranſereſſions that he hath committed, they ſhall not be 
mentioned unto him. 

How amazing is the Mercy of God ! What En- 
couragement 1s here to engage the Wicked to turn 
from their evil Ways, to "On of their Sins, and to 
return to God and their Duty? How ſhould the 
Loving-kindneſs of God make us aſhamed of the 
Tranſgreſſions and Offences we have committed a- 
gainſt him! Is God willing to be reconciled to us, 
notwithſtanding the Multitudes and Heinouſneſs of 
our Crimes! and willing ſo perfectly to forgive 
them, that they-ſhall not be even mentioned to us for 
a Reproach, and Condemnation, if we turn from all 
our Sins, and conſcientiouſly keep all his Statutes, 
and do that which is lawful and right. And ſhall we 
not be thankful for the wonderful Manifeſtations of 
Divine Grace, and return unto the Lord our God! 

O that there was ſuch an Heart in all the Wick- 
ed! Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, (ſays the 
Prophet) call ye upon him while be is near. Let the 
Wicked forſake his Way, and the unrighteous Man his 
Thoughts : and let bim return unto the Lord, and he 


will have Mercy upon him, and to our God, for be will 


abundantly pardon. Iſa. lv. 6, 7. 


Ye 
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| Ye are gone away from mine Ordinances, and haus 
not kept them: Return unto me, and I will return 
unto you, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Mal. iii. 7. : 
Therefore ſay thou unto them, Thus ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts, Turn ye unto me, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
Zab. 3 will turn unto Jou, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
"of l. ' 
W104 Now 8 of God, are cer- N 
in tain Evidences that Godqergilling to be reconciled . 
to Sinners, notwithſtanding. the Number of their 
Sins, and although they have long lived in Diſobe- 
dience to him : They ſhew that there is a Way, and 
a ſure Way to Reconciliation and Peace with him, 
a ſure Way to obtain Forgiveneſs, and the Favour 
of God; and therefore a ſure Way to Safety, Com- 
fort, and Happineſs. 
But what is the Way by which Sinners may re- 
turn to God? This is a moſt important 2 
and our Bleſſed Saviour anſwers it in Fohn xiv. 
Jeſus ſaith unto him, (that is, to Thomas, ver. 5.) „ 
am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life : No. Man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me. . 
The ſure Way of returning to God de is 
through Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, the only Saviour, 
and the only Mediator between God and Man. 5 
F, aith in Chriſt is the only Way to obtain Salva- 
tion from our Sins, and Peace with God, I am the 
Door; by me if any Man enter in, he ſhall be ſaved, 
faid our compaſſionate Saviour, Jobn x. 9. | 
Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, all the Ends of 
the Earth, faith our gracious Redeemer, Laas xlv. 
ee 
Ibis is the Way that God in his Word has re · 
vealed, and directs us to. 


And it is what the Miniſters of the Goſpel are to 
inſtruct us in, 
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They are to acquaint us, that there is a Fountain 
opened for Sin, and for Uncleanneſs, (Zech. xiii. 1.) 
in which we may waſh, and be clean: They are to 
preach that the Blood of Jeſus Cbriſt cleanſeth us 
from all Sin, (1 Jahn i. 7.) if we believe in his 
Name. ee e 

They are to preach Repentance towards God, and 
Faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, (Alls xx. 21.) 
and to publiſh thoſe Declarations, which the God of 
Mercy and Salvation has made in his Word, con- 
cerning thoſe that repent of their Sins, and believe 
in the Lord Jeſus, ſuch as the following, viz. 

Als ii. 38. Repent, and be baptized, every one of 
you, in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the Remiſſion of 
Sins, and ye ſhall receive the Holy Ghoſh, : 

As iii. 19. Repent ye therefore, and be conver 
that your Sins may be blotted out, when the Times 
75 Refreſuing ſhall come from the Preſence of the 


And that in 7obn iii. 16, viz. God fo loved the 
World, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
ſoe ver believeth on bim ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting Life, | | 

John 1. 12. As many as received him, to them gave 
be Power to become the Sons of God, -even to them that 
believe on his Name. | | 

Jobn xii. 46. J am come a Light into the World. 
(ſaid our gracious Saviour) that whoſoever believeth 
on me, ſhould not abide in Darkneſs. © 

As xvi. 31. It is ſaid, Believe on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. | 

Theſe ſacred Declarations of God, ſhew plainly 
that there is a Way, and a ſure Way to obtain the 
Pardon of Sin and eternal Life, and they ſhew ta 
us what this Way is, viz. the Way of Repentance 
and Faith; or the turning from our Sins, and re- 
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turning to God, and the Obedience we owe unto 
him; and the receiving Chriſt, as our Saviour, and 
Prince, and truſting in him alone for Salvation. 

And other Declarations recorded in the divine 
Word, do manifeſt that this Way is the 2 to 
Safety, Comfort, and Happineſs. | 

It is the Way to SartTy. For in Deut. xxxiii. 
12. it is ſaid, The beloved of the Lord ſhall dwell in 
Safety by him; and the Lord ſhall cover him (or pro- 
tect him from Evil) all the Day long. : 

And in Prov. xviii. 16, it is ſaid, The Name of the 
LorD ig 4. ftrong Tower; the Righteous runneth into 
it, and is ſafe. x 

In John xi. 18, 19. Thou ſhalt tate thy Ref in 
Safety. Alſo thou ſhalt ond down, and none Hall make 
thee afraid. 

In Ia. xxxii. 18. Our God ſays, My People Ball 
dwell in a peaceable Habitation, and in ſure Dwellings, 
and in quiet reſting Places. 

And that it is the Way to Con rox r appears from 
ſuch Declarations as the following, viz, f 
Pſal. cxix. 165. Great Peace ( (and therefore much 
Comfort) they have which love thy Law, and nothing 
Hall offend them, © £ 
Ina P/al. cxii. 7. it is ſaid, He ſhall not be afraid of | 
—_— idings; bis Heart is fixed truſting. in the 
Lor 

In Pſal. xxix. 11. it is declared, that, The Logy 
will bleſs his People with Peace. 

It is the good Pleafure of our heavenly Father, 
that they who love and ſerve him, ſhould enjoy in- 
ward Peace and Conſolation. 
| wor 0 ye, comfort ye, my People, foi th your Col. 
Iſa. x 

Conor is promiſed to repenting Sinners in Ia. 
Ivii. 18. J have ſeen his Ways, and will heal him: 
Iwill lead him alſo, and reſtore Comforts unto him. 


And 
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And the bleſſed Jeſus has promiſed unto his 
N Diſciples the holy Spirit as a Comforter in Fobn xiv. 
16. ſaying, I will pray the Father, and he ſhall give 

you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for 


ever. 

This Way is alſo a ſure Way to Happineſs, to 
Happineſs both in this World and in — which is 
to come. | 

It is declared in 1 Tim. v. 8. That Godlineſs-is pro- 
fitable unto all Things, baving the Promiſe of the Life 

| that now is, and of that which is to come. 


1 The Abundance of precious Promiſes, Promiſes 
; of Bleſſings, ſpiritual and temporal, in this World 
h to ſerious Chriſtians, who believe in the Lord Jeſus, 
4 and love, and ſerve God in Holineſs and Righteouſ- 


ceſs, the Promiſes of an eternal Salvation, of a 

Crown of Glory, of an everlaſting Life, and of 

1 eternal Inheritance, (Heb. ix. 15.) are Evidences | 5 
| that there is a ſure Way to Happineſs. 
The Apoſtle Perer ſays, Bleſſed be the God * 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which, accord- 
ing io his abundant Mercy, hath begotten us again 
$ unto a lively Hope, by the Reſurreftion of Jeſus 
7 Chriſt from the Dead, to an Inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in Hea- 


ö ven for you, 1 Pet. 1. 3, 
, In this World, many are the Afffictions of the 
& Righteous, tho few, very few, in Compariſon with 


the Numbers. of the Mercies they enjoy; and 
light, very light, in Compariſon with the Weight 
and Importance of the Bleſſings God has beſtowed 
on them ; But God is preſent with them in all their 
Afidtions, he puts under them the everlaſting Arms, 
: and will moſt certainly deliver them out of all their 
Troubles. 
d He will make all Things to iſſue well unto them, 
'  @s appears from that ROI Rem. vil. 28. 
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viz. All Things work together for Good io them that 
—_— to them who are the Called according to his 
wh Goo now ſhewed from the infallible Word of 
God, the Way that leads to the Suffering of his 
Wrath in this World, and to an endleſs Deſtruc- 
tion in the next; and alſo the Way, and the ſure 
Way to Safety, Comfort, and Happineſs, here and 
for ever hereafter, men 

I ſhall now conclude this Letter, with a brief Ad- 
. dreſs to thoſe Sorts of Perſons, whom the righteous 
God has threatned with Puniſhments in this World. 
And let me intreat ſuch of you to conſider the 
awful Threatnings denounced againſt you. Tou 
are the Objects, the miſerable Objects of the divine 
Anger. The Lord's Indignation is againft you, 
his terrible Controverſy is with you, You have been 
hitherto heaping up Wrath againſt the Day of 
N the Day of his wrachful Viſitation for | 
And tho' he may ſuffer many Individuals, in 
each Sort of Sinners, to eſcape, in this World, his 
threatned Vengeance, yet Multitudes will be de- 
ſtroyed, and by a dreadful Violence be ſent to 
take their dreadful Abode with Devils reſerved in 
Chains under Darkneſs to the final Judgment. 

And you do not know, that you ſhall not be 
ſome of this Multitude. re i 

O ponder this in your Thoughts, and reaſon 
wich yourſelves in the following Manner, as you 
have good Cauſe to do ſo, viz. 8 4 
How lamentable is my Condition ! how fearful 

<< are the Threatnings of the Almighty ! how 

* ſhall I be able to bear the Execution of them 
„Ho bitter are the Reflections on, the Iniquities 
of my Heart and Life } What Advantage, 

„ what Conſolation have 1, or can 1 have from 
thoſe Sins, which I have indulged ! How mon- 

| «. ſtrous, 
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„ ſtrouz, how heindus, how aggravated art the 
a Sins Which T have been guilty ef, and wilfully re- 
e peated, Times without Number! Alas what will 
& becom of me, if I ſtill go on in my evil Ways! 


„ God be merciful to me a Sinner ! a vile Sinner, u 


* moſt Hell- deſerving Sinner! And may ſuch a 
«*« one as I, hope for any Mercy? Is there a Way 
% for ſuch a Tranſgreſſor as I have been, to ob- 
* taln Pardon, and Peace, and Reconciliation with 
* the holy God, whom I have ſo much, and fo 
* Jong offended? - a 
Les, O my Soul! there is 4 ſure Way, even 
t for the Chief of Sinners, to obtain all that 
© Mercy, Salvation and Happineſs, which guilty 


„ and wretched Creatures do want. 


„The DecrLar ations, the kind Declarations 
„ of God which I have read in this Letter, and 
„* which are recorded in the ſacred Scripture, are un« 
« deniable Proofs of it. A 


An Avnaess to GOD, 


* And now, O moſt gracious God, I humbly 
„ praiſe and thank thee for them; I now renounce 
„all my Sins with Shame and Grief: I confeſsthem 
& with a Loathing of them, and acknowledge that 
« thou mighteſt moſt juſtly deſtroy me. Bur, O 


&© ſpare me for Chriſt's Sake! for thy Mercy Sake 


el believe that the Lord Jeſus is both able and 
«* willing to ſave even the Chief of Sinners, and ſuch 
* a vile Sinner as | have been, I believe him to be 
** the promiſed Saviour! Lord incteaſe my Faith 
® Help me againſt Unbelief! I rake the Bleſſed Je- 
«© ſus to be my Saviour, and humbly beſeech thes 


by th 1 Spirit, thoroughly to convert, renew, 


* and ſanctify me! and do thou work continually 
1 — me both to will, and to do of thy good Pleas 
12 | 1 55 
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4 I naw devote myſelf to thee, to be thine in añ 


c everlaſting Covenant ! I beſeech thee from this 
« Time to incline, and enable me to live according 
te to the holy Rules of __ Wend. * "OA * 
Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. 


Suitable Rey L E XION 8. 


61 0 my Soul reflect upon it, and conſider the 
« wonderful Patience of God towards thee, in not 
„pouring out his Plagues upon thee, and ſending 
<« thee down quick into Hell! Think on the Riches 
„of his Mercy manifeſted in giving thee this 
Hour for renouncing thy Sins, and for accepting 
<« the Saviour whom his Love provided; and think 
* on his Grace in helping thee, by his holy Spirit, 
« to return to him through Chriſt z and to. truſt in 
« Chriſt Jeſus alone for Salvation. 

« Happy Tranſaction, between God and my Soul 
* this Hour! 

If I had remained thoughtleſs, and inconſide- 
« rate, and perſiſted in my evil Ways, ſome de- 
« ſtroying Judgment might have put an End to my 
« Life while I was ſo doing; and then the impor» 
* tant Tranſaction could never, never be performed. 

* But ſince I have been through Grace enabled to 
«* accept of Chriſt, and am become one of his Diſ- 
* ciples ; ſince [ have devoted myſelf to God, and 
« renounced all my Tranſgreſſions, I have great 
* Reaſon to delight in God, as my God, and to re- 
« joice in Chriſt Jeſus, as being now my dear Lord, 
«Maſter, and Redeemer. 

„And may well hope, that whatever Confublens, | 
« and Calamities may happen in this Country, or 
„ City, my Condition for Eternity is ſafe, and wil 
« be happy. Now I may lay aſide all. Fears of 

Death, even when the killing Arrows l fall 
« thick around me. ä 
« Far 
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« For to a good Man, the Day of Death is bet- 
ter than the Day of his Birth, and when his Soul. 
<< becomes abſent from his Body, it will be preſent 
«© with the Lord, and, the earthy Houſe of this 
« Tabernacle (viz. of his Body) ſhall be diffolved; 
ee he has @ Building of God, an Houſe not made with 
% Hands, eternal in the Heavens, 2 Cor. v. 1. 
„And although in this World I may have Trou- 
« ble, yet I may well hope for Peace in Chriſt 
„ Jeſus; and therefore by the Help of the Holy 
« Spirit I will continue ſeeking to, and truſting in 
0 the bleſſed Jeſus, arid endeavour faithfully to ſerve 
ce o God and Saviour to the utmoſt End of 
"74 Li e.“ | l 5 


Thus may every one that repents of his Sins, and 
thankfully accepts of Chriſt to be his Saviour, ard 
Lord, as he is freely offered to all Sorts of Sinners 
in the Goſpel; thus, I ſay, may every ſuch Perſon 
reaſon within himſelf, and be comforted. | | 
I T will only add, that it is my earneſt Prayer for 
thoſe who have hitherto been regardleſs of God, of 
an Intereſt in Chriſt and their Duty, and thoughtleſs 
of the Concerns of their immortal Souls, and hi- 
therto walked in Ways of wiltul Diſobedience to the 
pure and holy Commandments of God, that they- 
may by his Spirit have the foregoing Thoughts 
made their own, and their Souls inclined, and en- 
abled to perform thoſe Acts ſignified by the Ex- | 
preſſions in the Addreſs to God. 


O merciful God ! hear this Prayer, and grant 
theſe Petitions for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake | and for the 
. glorious Manifeſtation of the Energy and Sove- 
r reignty of thy Grace, and of the Riches of chy 


Love]! Amen, And let every one that ſhall read 
theſe Papers ſay Amen. 
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Abr RTISEME Nr. 


HE Author of this, and a  fofegoing Leiter, 

intitled, Sacred Declarations, &c. appre hends, 
that preſenting to publick View the Divine Laws 
(which forbid the Sins committed by People) together 
with.the Divine Declarations of deſtroying Judgments 
to be inflicted on thoſe who ſtubboroly-praftiſe them, 
is a proper Means to bring the IxxHARBTTAN Ts of our 
Cities and Country, to that Repentance, and Refor- 
mation, which are fo much wanted. 

LI by the Law is the Knowledge of Sin, (Rom 5 ut, 

) i. e. the Knowledge of what is ſinful, to be re- 
2 of, and forſaken; and therefore it ought to 
ſeriouſly read, and conſidered, 

He apprehends, that this alſo may be a happy 
Means of exciting Sinners to believe on the Lord 
Jeſus for obtaining Forgiveneſs, and Reconciliation 
with God. Wherefore (St. Paul ſays, Galat. iii. 24.) 
the Law was our. Schoolmaſter, to bring us unto Chriſt, 
that we might be juftified (that is from our Tranſgreſ- 
ſions of it) by Faith. 

And he hopes, that the SUMMARY of the Divine 
Laws offered to Conſideration in theſe Leiters, and 
comprehended in the Ten Commandments, will, with 
the Bleſſing of God, be uſeful to People at all Times; 
uſeful not only i in Days of Calamity, and Diſtreſs of 
Cities and Nations, but alſo in Limes of publick 


Peace and Proſperity; and as ſuch he recommends | 


it to the Peruſal of all Men; and likewiſe hopes, that 


they who ſhall read it, will recommend it unto others, 
for their Good. 
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LETTER I. 


TO THE 


InuanrranTts of Lo Dbox and WesT- 
MINSTER, and all other Parts of 
GRRAT-BRTITAINx, &e. 


HAVE in my former Letter con- 
SW ſidered ſome of the Declarations of 
SF the Holy God, concerning ſeven Sorts 

of Perſons ; Declarations, which ſig- 
WW WES nify that he has appointed them for 
OARBan ſuffering the fearful Effects of his 
Wrath in the Day of this Viſitation for Sin; and 
happy for them will it be, if they ſhall. read; 
and ſeriouſly confider what has been related; and 
if they ſhall without Delay repent of their Sins, 
and by a Faith unfeigned accept of Chriſt Jeſus, 
as their only Saviour, and join thetnſelves to the 
Lord in a perpetual Covenant, never to be for- 
gotten : Then will their State be ſafe for Eternity, 
then, in what Manner ſoever, and whenever Death 
ſhall happen to them, their Entrance into the invi- 
ſible World, the Wotld of Spirits, and their Ap- 
pearance before the more immediate, and glorious 
Preſence of God will be moſt Joyful : Then they will 
be admitted to an inexpreſſibly more full Enjoyment 
of our God and Saviour, than any Saints ever had 
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in Communion with the Patriarchs, and Prophets, 
and Apoſtles, and the Spirits of juſt Men made 
perfect; thoſe happy Souls, who would not be 
again in this Vale of Tears, in this Wilderneſs of 
Snares, expos'd to Temptations, Dangers, and 
Troubles, for ten thouſand Worlds: And even as 
to this World, as ſoon as ever a Sinner is convinced 
of his guilty and miſerable Condition by Nature, 


our merciful God is reconciled to him, forgives all 
his Iniquities, adopts him into the Number of his 
dear Children, and makes him an Heir of Heaven: 
The Almighty becomes his God in a Covenant Re- 
lation, and his Portion; and therefore, he may then 
have Peace, and Joy, whatever Vials of divine 


Wickedneſs of thoſe who dwell in it. 


with the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. xlvi. 1, &c. God is our Refuge 
and Strength, a very preſent Help in Trouble. There- 
fore will we not fear (tho' dreadful Earthquakes 
happen, nay) though the Earth be removed, and ibo 


though the Waters thereof roar and be troubled, though 
the Mountains ſhake with the Swelling thereof : There 
is @ River, the Streams whertof ſhall make glad the 
City of God (there are ſuch Communications 
Grace, Bleſſing, and Comfort, as ſhall make glad 
the Hearts of the Inhabitants of the City of God, 
the true Members of his Church) God is in the 
midſt of her, ſhe ſhall not be moved, God ſhall help ber 
and that right early. The LORD of Heſts is with 
us, the God of Jacob is our Refuge. 
The Safety, the Comfort, and the Happineſs of 
thoſe, who through the divine Grace have an Intereſt 
in Chriſt, and which any others (who hitherto re- 
5 | main 
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and Practice, and thereupon repents and believes in 
the Lord Jeſus, and is converted from his evil Ways, 


Such pious Perſons may be comforted, and ſay 


on Eartli; then they will be in the Company, and 


Wrath ſhall be poured out upon the Earth, for the 
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the Mountains be carried into the midſt of the Sea, 
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main impenitent, unbelieving, and diſobedient) may 
yet obtain, ſhould excite all Sorts of Sinners to at- 
rend to whatever may be propoſed from the Word 


of God, in order to promote their Converſion to 


him, and excite them to fly from that fearful Wrath, 
which is coming apace on the Children of Diſobe- 
dience. 
Indeed, they who have hitherto been regardleſs of 
God, and of a Saviour, and negligent of the Con- 
cerns of their never-dying Souls, and have lived in 
the allowed Practice of Sin, may well reaſon thus 
with themſelves, viz. Since there is a God, an 
« Holy, and a Mighty God; fince theſe Scriptures 
ce called the BiBLE, contain the Declarations of his 
„ Will, and ſince in thoſe facred Scriptures are re- 
« corded not only Promiſes of Bleſſings to thoſe who 
& know, and love, and ſerve the Lord; but like- 
** wiſe Threatnings of heavy Judgments againſt va- 
& rious Sox rs of Perſons, who live in wilful Diſ- 
% obedience to his Laws, who provoke his Anger, 
and continue to do ſo; I will no longer be ſtupid, 
6 and thoughtleſs, but will read the Declarations of 
* the Righteous God, and obſerve whether I am in 
© one or other of thoſe Sorts of Perſons, whom he 
& has marked out for ſuffering Puniſhment in a time 


of general Calamity, in the time when Multitudes 


* will be deſtroyed by divine Judgments : And 
& now, O moſt merciful God, I humbly beſeech 
ce thee to help me to read thy Threatnings with _ 
« Attention, and do thou ſo impreſs my Mind by 
« thy holy Word, that I may not only know the 


« Evils threatned againſt ſtubborn Tranſgreſſors of 


% thy Laws, but be inclined, and enabled to follow 
e the Directions of thy W ord, for gaining thy 

« Favour, and the Salvation I want.” 
I wiſh that ſuch a Diſpoſition of Mind, as is ſig- 
nified by the foregoing Expreſſions, was in every ir- 
B 2 RG 
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religious Perſon, that ſhall take this Letter into his 
Hands. 

There are ſeveral Sorts of Perſons, who live in wilful 
Diſobedience to one or other of the fix laſt of the Ten 
Commandments, and who are Objects of tremend- 
ous Declarations upon Record in the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, and it greatly concerneth ſuch to conſider what 
the Lord hath ſpoken of them. 


And therefore I proceed to take theſe into Con- 
ſideration, VIZ. 


VIII. RxBELLIous Perſons, Theſe are another 


Sort under the Threatnings of the Holy God. 


REBELL10N is a wilful Oppoſition to the Autho- 
rity, and lawful Commands of natural, or ſpiritual, 
or civil Parents, 

It is God's Ordinance that natural Parents ſhall 
have Authority, and a Right of ruling, and com- 
manding their Children ; and that thoſe whom God 
has ſet among his People as ſpiritual Guides, and 
Teachers of his Word, of his Doctrines and Pre- 
cepts, ſhall have Authority to inſtruct the People in 
them, and to require them to believe his Doctrines, 
and to obey his Precepts; and likewiſe, it is the 
Will of God that Kings, and ſubordinate Magiſtrates, 
ſhall have Authority over their Subjects to Com: 


mand Obedience to thoſe Laws which are conſiſtent 
with the divine Precepts, and for the Good of the 


Community. 
As to natural Parents, The Moral Law of God, 


a2 Law in all Nations, and in all Ages of equal 


F orce : This Law ſays, Honour thy Father and thy 
Mother, that thy Days may be long upon the Land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee, Exod, xx. 12. 
in Epheſ. vi. 1, 2, 3. it. is written, Children obey 
your Parents in the Lord: For this is right. Honour 
thy Father and o Mother (which is ihe firſt Com- 

mandment 


Sacred Declarations,” Kc: 5 
mandment with Promiſe) that it may be well with 


| thee, and that thou mayeſt live long on the Earth. | 
The Honour, and Obedience, which God re- 


quires Children to render to their Parents, ſhou'd 
chearfully be performed by them, as a Part of that 
Conformity, which they owe to the divine Precepts, 
(God having appointed their Parents to be their 
Teachers, Guides, and Governors) and as ſome 
Return (tho' not equivalent) to the Obligations they 
are under for their Lives, their Maintenance, their 
Education, and for the tender Care of them under 
Sickneſſes, and other Afflictions, and Troubles, and 
for their Expences, and Diligence to introduce them 
into a comfortable Way of Subſiſtence for them- 


ſelves, and new Families, when they are grown up 


to ſettle in the World. 

But if Children are refractory, and diſobedient, if 
they come to deſpiſe, and miſtreat their Parents, 
and inſtead of adminiſtring Comfort to them, they 
bring Diſgrace upon them, and occaſion heart- 
breaking Sorrows, and Griefs unto them; they ſab- 
vert the Order, God has eſtabliſhed, they throw ' 
the Families to which they belong into Confuſion, 
they are found in the Number of the Rebellious, and 
greatly provoke the Wrath of the Almighty, and 
are among rebellious Perſons, | 

The alwiſe, and righteous God pronounces ſuch 
Children rebellious, and commanded that they ſhou'd 
be put to death. In Deut. xxi. 18, 19. the ſupreme 
Lawgiver faid, If a Man has a ſtubborn, and rebellicus 
Son, which will not obey the Voice of his Father, or 
the Voice of bis Mather, and that when they have 
cbaſten' d him, coill not hearken unto them : Then ſhall 
his Father and bis Mother lay bold on him, and bring 
Bim out unto the Elders of his City, and unto the Gates 
of his Place: And they ſhall ſay unto the Elders of bis 
City, This our Son is flubborn, and rebellious, be will 
not obey our Voice, he is a Glutton, and @ Drunkard. 

| And 
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And all the Men of his City, fball ſtone him with 
Stones, that be die: So ſhalt thou put away Evil from 
among you, and all Iſrael ſhall hear, and fear. 

It appears from theſe Paſſages that a Courſe of 
wilful Diſobedience to Parents, was by God's Ap- 
pointment a capital Crime, a Crime to be puniſhed 
with Death: And that altho' the Puniſhment has 
not for many Ages been inflicted by Men, and 
Children on this Account are more fearleſs of being 
guilty of the Crime, God is nevertheleſs provoked, 
and it may be reaſonably apprehended (tho? the 
gnilty are ſuffered to eſcape Puniſhment among Men) 
that God will not ſuffer them to eſcape, when he 
viſits a Land for the Iniquities of thoſe that dwell 
in it. 

As for thoſe whom God has appointed to be ſpi- 
ritual Guides to his People, Teachers, and Miniſters 
of his Word, we have the following Laws to direct 
our Behaviour towards them, viz. 

In Teſſ. v. 12, 13. where St. Paul ſays, We be- 
feech you Brethren, to know them, which labour among 
you, and are over you in the Lord, and admoniſb you; 
and to eſteem them very highly in Love for their Works 
Sake. | 

In Heb. xiii. 7. it is wfitten, Remember them which 
have the Rule over you, who have ſpoken unto you the 
Weird of God; Whoſe Faith follow, conſidering the 
End of their Converſation. And in the 17th Verſe 
of that Chapter it is ſaid, Obey them that have the 
Rule over you, and ſubmit yourſelves : For they watch 
for your Souls, as they that muſt give. Account, that 
they may do it with Foy, and not with Grief : For 
that is unprofitable for you. | 

Theſe divine Precepts teach us the following Par- 
ticulars, viz, 1, That it is our Duty to reſpect, and 
love the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and to become 
acquainted with thoſe of them whoſe Labours we 
attend. 2. That fo far as they deliver to " w 

3 NY Ord. 
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Word of God, it is our Duty to receive it, and to 
be obedient to it: But it is our Duty alſo to examine 
every Doctrine they teach, and every Inſtruction, 
which (as a Matter of Practice incumbent on us) 
they inculcate : We are, I ſay, to examine them by 
the ſacred Scriptures, and not to receive them merely 
becauſe delivered by our Teachers. | 
The Word of the Lord plainly ſhews, he would 
have us to take this Courſe. | 
When our bleſſed Saviour preached to the Jews, 
he directed, and commanded them to ſearch the 
Scriptures, ſee Jobn v. 29. he appealed to thoſe ſa- 
cred Writings as a Proof of the Verity of his Doc- 
trine, ſaying, they, are they which teſtify of me. 
The Commendation given of the Bereans, (Aﬀs 
xv. 11.) on the Account that hey ſearched the Scrip- 
tures daily (to know) whether thoſe Things (the A- 
poſtle preached) were ſo; that is, were according to 
them, is an Evidence that God wou'd have us to exa- 
mine by the Scriptures, the Things we hear preached. 
And our doing this is a Matter of Importance, 
as we may reaſonably conclude from the Injunction 
which Chriſt gives to all People, Mark iv. 24. 
Take heed what you hear. This Precept imports, 
that it is the Duty of every one, that hears, to ex- 
amine by the Scriptures what is ſpoken, and there- 
by to judge, whether it is true, and fit to be re- 
ceived, or not. | ; 
Further, That we are thus obliged, appears from 
Ta. viii. 19, 20. in the 19th Verſe the Prophet 
ſhews the People, that they ought not to be in- 
fluenced by thoſe, who would perſuade them to 
| ſeek for Inſtruction and Direction to them that have 
familiar Spirits, but ſnou'd apply themſelves to God, 
and his Word, if they wou'd know his Will, and 
their own Duty, Shou'd not a People ſeek unto their 
God ? To the Law, and to the Teſtimony : If they (if 
Men, or Angels from Heaven) /peak not according 


/ to 
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to this Word (the Word of the Lord delivered b 
his Servants the Prophets) it is becauſe there is no 
Light (or Truth) in them. 7 

And again, 1 Jobn iv. 1. it is ſaid, Believe not 
2 Spirit, but try the Spirits, whether they are of 
God : Becauſe many falſe Prophets are gone out into 

- the World. as | 

But if any People ſhall oppoſe, or obſtruct the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel in the faithful Performance 
of their Office, and in preaching, not their own 
private Opinion, but the Word of God, they are 
guilty of an heinous Sin, and hinder the Succeſs of 
the Goſpel Miniſtry, and greatly provoke God ; and 

altho' they may not be liable to Puniſhment from 

Men, yet they have Reaſon to fear the the Effects 

of the divine Diſpleaſure, when the Judgments of 

the Almighty are brought on a Land for the Ini- 
uities of the People. | 

As for Xings and ſubordinate Magiſtrates, God 

by his Law requires thoſe under their Authority to - 
honour, and to obey them. 

Kings, and Queens may be conſidered as political, 
or civil Parents, Kings ſhall be thy Nurſmg-fathers, 
and their Queens thy Nurfing-mothers, it is ſaid in 

I ſaiab xlix, 23. | | 

The great God has ſaid, Honour the King ( 1 Pet. 
ii. 17.) I counſel thee 70 keep the King's Command- 
ment, and that, in Regard of the Oath of God. (It 
is written in Eccles. viii. 2.) That firſt of all, Sup- 
plications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks 
be made for all Men : For Kings, and for all that are 
in Authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſly. For this is good, and 
acceptable in the Sight of God our Saviour, (x Tim. 11, 

1, 2, 3.) Curſe not the King, no not in thy Thought. 
Eccles x. 21, Thou ſhalt not revile the Gods (the 
Judges, as the Word is tranſlated in the Margin) 
nor curſe the Ruler of thy People, (Exod. xxii. 28 5 
| | S 
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The holy God by his Apoſtle ſays, Let every Soul 
be ſubject unto the higher Powers. For there is no 
Power but of God: The Powers that be, are ordained 
of God, Whoſocever therefore reſiſtetb the Power, re- 
Jifteth the ordinance of Cod: And they that reſt, ſhall 
receive unto themſelves Damnation. Rom. xiil. 1, 2. 
And therefore, they who refuſe due Honour and 
Obedience to the lawful Magiſtrate, have Reaſon to 
be afraid of the divine Wrath in the Day when 
God viſits a Land for the Iniquities of the Inhabi- 
tants. The Apoſtle adds, Wilt thou not then be 
afraid of the Power, &c. Ye muſt needs be ſubjet# 
not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience Sake. For, 
for this Cauſe, pay you Tribute alſo; for they are God's 
Miniſters, &c. Render therefore unto all their Dues: 
Tribute, to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom, to whom 
Cuſtom, Fear, to whom Fear, Honour, to whom Ho- 
Nour, See Rom. Xiii, 3, 5, 7. | 

It is a Charge committed to the Miniſters of the 
Word of God to teach the People the Duty they 
owe to their civil Governours; in Tit. iii, 1. Put 
them in mind io be ſubject to Principalities, and Powers, 
and to obey Magiſtrates, 

And the divine Law ſays to the People, Submit 
yourſelves to every Ordinance of Man for the __ 
Sake : Whether 'it be to the King, as Supreme ; 
unto Governours, as unto them that are ſent by bins 
for the Puniſhment of evil Doers, and for the Praiſe | 
of them that do well, 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. 

Fear thou the Loxp, and the King: And meddls 
not with them that are given to Change. For their 
Calamities ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and who knoweth the 
Ruin of them both. See Prov. xxiv. 21, 22. 

It may well be obſerved, that thoſe who reſiſt 
Magiſtrates in the right Exerciſe of their Authorities, 
and rebel againſt their lawful Governours, not only 


expoſe cthemſelves to eternal Damna:ion in the next 
| | C World, 


T0. Sacred Declarations, &c. 


World, but bring upon themſelves, and their Fa- 
min Ruin, and Deſtcuction in this. 

It appears from the Hiſtory of Nations, and King- 
doms that Multitudes of Perſons, and Families, have 
been ruined and deſtroyed for the Sin of Rebellion 

- againſt their lawful Governours. 
The Conſideration hereof ſhou'd reſtrain all Peo- 
ple from oppoſing either the juſt authority of their 
King, or of the ſubordinate Magiſtrates. 

IX. OprRRESsSsORS are another Sort of Perſons, 
who have Reaſon to fear the Effects of God's 
Wrath in the Day of his Viſitation for Sin, 

As Rebellion includes in it the various Sorts of Miſ- 
behaviour, and Oppoſition of Inferiors to their Su- 

periors in Authority; ſo Oeere+s10N comprehends 
the ſeveral Abuſes, which Superiors in Authority, or 
Power, are guilty of towards their Inferiors. 

When they exact from Perſons ſubject to them 
Contributions, or bodily Labours, which are not 
due, or when they reſtrain their natural Liberties, 
without legal Authority, or Reaſon they are Op- 
preſſors, and may be reckon'd among the Tranſ- 
greſſors of the fifth Commandment, which muſt be 
underſtood not only as obliging Inferiours to the Per- 
formance of the Duties they owe to their natural, 
ſpiritual, and civil Parents, to all in Authority over 
them, and to forbid every Thing that is inconſiſtent 
wich the Practice of thoſe Duties, ſo very reaſonably 
it ſhou'd be underſtood to oblige all in Authority, 
and Power, faithfully to diſcharge the Duties they 
owe to thoſe who are ſubject to them, and likewiſe 
to forbid every Thing that is inconſiſtent therewith, 
and conſequently to forbid Oppreſſion. | 

The Nature of the Sin of Oppreſſion, according to 
the Account of it in Holy Scriptures, will be evident, 
if we conſider Exod. ni. 7, 9. The Lord ſaid, I have 
ſurely ſeen the Affuttion of my People, which are in 
1 / pt, and leu beard their Cry, by Reaſon of Taſk- 
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Maſters, for 1 know their Sorrous.— And I have alſo 
ſeen the Oppreſſion, wherewith the Egyptiatis oppreſs 


them. 


The Oppreſſion, which Pharaoh, and his People 
were guilty of towards the Iſraelites, was the re- 
quiring of them unreaſonable Labours, and ſettin 
over them Toſe-Majters, to affiie# them with their 
Burdens, Exod. 1. 11. 

But this Abuſe of Authority, and Power, this 
Miſtreatment, Tyranny, and Cruelty towards In- 
feriors is very provoking to the merciful God. 

It is an Iniquity which God has threatened terribly 
to puniſh, In J/. xlix. 20. God ſays to his People, 
Iwill feed them that oppreſs thee with their own Fleſh, 
and they ſhall be drunken with their own Blood, as with 
ſweet Wine, and in Fer. xxx. 26. the Almighty lays 
I will puniſh all that oppreſs them. + 

Thus ſpeaketh the Lord of Hoſts, ſayings, Execute 
true Judgment, and ſhew Mercy, and Compaſſion, every 
Man to bis Brother. And oppreſs not the Widow, 
nor the Fatherleſs, nor the Stranger, nor the Poor, and 
let none of you imagine Evil againſt his Brother, in 
your Heart. Zech. vii. 9, 10. 

I will be a ſwift Witneſs —againſt thoſe that oppreſs 
the Hireling in his Wages, the Widow, and the Fa- 
therleſs, and that turn aſide the Stranger from his 
Right, and fear not me, ſaith the Lorp of Hoſts. 
Mal. in. 5. 

If Parents treat their Children with unreaſonable - 
Severity, and withold from them, what, according 
to their Rank, and Circumſtances in Life, and the 
Occaſions of the Children, ſhould be allowed them, 
they are guilty of the Sin of Opprefſion. 

If Maſters make 'their Servants to ſerve with Ri- 95 
gour, and by exacting unreaſonable Labours, or by 
not allowing them Food convenient in ſufficient 
Quantity, they imbitter their Lives, they are alſo 
guilty of Oppreſſion. 
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If Men of Riches, or Power, bear hard on their 
Inferiors, retrench the Liberties they have a Right 
unto, or put them unreaſonably to Trouble, they 
are guilty of Oppreſſion. St. James ſaid, Do not 
rich Men oppreſs you, and draw you before the Fudg- 
ment-Seats ? James 11. 6. 

But the Lord will be @ Refuge for the oppreſſed, 
Pſal. ix. 9. Thus faith the LorD, execute Judgment 
in the Morning, and deliver him that is ſpoiled out of 

the Hand of the Oppreſſor, leſt my Fury go out like 
Fire, and burn that none can quench it, becauſe of the 
Evil of your Doings, Jer. xxi. 12. 

As theſe Words ſhew the Indignation of the righ- 
teous God againſt thoſe who can, and will not de- 
liver the Oppreſſed from their Oppreſſors, ſo they 

| manifeſt that the Wrath of almighty God is greatly 
provoked by the Iniquity, and Cruelty of Oppreſſors; 
and that ſuch unmerciful Perſons have Reaſon to 
expect Puniſhment, not only hereafter, but even in 
this World, when the righteous God viſits a Peo- 
ple for their Sins. For be ſhall have Fudgment with- 
out Mercy, that hath fhewed no Mercy: Saith the 
Word of the Lord, James ii. 13. | 

X. Muxpzrers muſt be reckoned one Sort of 
Perſons appointed to ſuffer the Vengeance of God 

both in this World, and the next. 
Hle is a Murderer, that deſignedly. and maliciouſly 
takes away the Life of another, and he is a Tranſ- 


3 He of the ſixth Commandment, which ſays, 


ou ſhalt not kill, Exod. xx. 13. 


Alnqd the juſt God has appointed that all ſuch ſhall 


be put to death. Whoſo ſheddeth Man's Blood, by 
Man fall his Blood be ſhed, ſaid the ſovereign Lord 
of Lite and Death. Gen. ix. 6. He that ſmiteth a 
Man ſo that te die, ſhall ſurely be put to Death, Exod. 

Xxi. 13. If a Man come preſumptuouſly upon his 
Neighbour, to ay him wvith Guile, thou ſhalt taze him 
from mine Altar, that be may die, ſays God, Exod, xxi. 
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x2, 14. In Numb. xxi. 13. the Almighty fays, 
ie ſhall take no Satisfaction for the Life of a Murder- 
er, which is guilty of Death : But he ſhall ſurely be 
Put to Death. 

The Conſideration of theſe Laws ſhould deter all 
Men from the Crime of Duelling. 

There is no Duxl fought, but one of the Parties 
gives the Challenge; and the Occaſion of it is ſome 
Injury, ſome Provocation either imaginary, or real. 

Oftentimes it 1s imaginary, ſome Words or Be- 
haviour of the Perſon challenged, miſrepreſented, or 
miſunderſtood ; and a cool Inquiry into the Caſe, 
would prevent a Quarrel, and confirm a Friendſhip. 

But ſuppoſe the Challenger has indeed been miſ- 
treated, and ſuffered a real Injury, the Laws of God, 
and of the Land have provided a Remedy, and the 
Law is open to be uſed for obtaining Juſtice to one, 
any Way really injured. 

The injured Perſon muſt not murder the Man 
that has offended him; ſuch a cruel Action, is a 
ſubverting, in that Caſe, all the Laws, divine, and 
human, made to prevent ſo heinous a Crime. 

And what is the Apology for his wicked Chal- 
lenge? Is it that his Innocence of ſomething he has 
been falſely accuſed of may be vindicated, and made 
manifeſt ? 

This is beſt done in an open Court of civil Judi- 
cature, where the real State of Things may become 

evident by the Teſtimony. of Witneſſes on both 

Sides. But his Innocence can never be cleared by 
his endeavouring to kill, and murder the Perſon that 

has falſely accuſed him, nor by his expoſing him- 

ſelf to be murdered by the other. And the true 

State of the Caſe between the Duellers after their 

Battle, may continue to the Publick, in as much 

Darkneſs and Uncertainty as before, becauſe of the 

different Accounts of it by the Friends of each Party. 

or, is the Reaſon of the Challenge to get Sariſ- 
faction 
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faction for the Affront, or Injury done him? But 
what Satisfaction can it be for a Man needleſly, and 
wickedly to expoſe himſelf to be murder'd by the 
Man, whom he challenges. 

If the Satisfaction meant is the Gratification of a 
malicious Deſire of taking Revenge by a wilful 
ſhedding the Blood of his Neighbour, of his Brother 
who has offended him, it is a wicked Satisfaction, 
and greatly to be abhorred; and the Deſire of it 
ought to be contradicted : The gratifying ſuch a 
Deſire is an Act of Rebellion againſt the divine Au- 
thority, which ſays, Thou ſhalt not kill, Exod. xx. 
and which has alſo ſaid, Avenge not yourſelves, Rom. 
X11, 19, 

And as to the Challenged, what is his Apology 
for his wicked Acceptance of the Challenge? Is it 
that he ſhall be eſteemed a Coward, a Man of no Cou- 
rage, if he does not accept it? Be it ſo, yet better 
for him that unreaſonable Men think ſo, than for 
him (in direct Oppoſition to the Will, and Law of 
the great God) violently, and maliciouſly to take 
away the Life of another, or thus unjuſtifiably to 
expoſe his own. 

In the Caſe of a Duer, the Challenger, and the 
- Challenged (according to their Appointment) meet 
at the Place fixed upon ; they meet each of them 
with a premeditated, and malicious Deſign to kill, 
and to murder the other, in Defiance of the Autho- 
rity of that God who made them both, who com- 
mands them to love each other, and to promote each 
others Safety and Good, and if they did ſo, they would 
find true Honour, Peace, and Comfort. But what 
a ſhameful, horrid Tragedy do they act by their 
Duelling. *Y x i 

Let the Caſe be rightly conſidered both as to the 
Perſon killing, and the Perſon killed: The Perſon 
| killing is a Murderer with his Hands, and Heart, 
and the Character of being a Murderer will * 

| EO moſt 
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moſt juſtly belong to him: And if he truly repents, 
the beſt that can be ſaid of him is, that he is a Pe- 
nitent Murderer. But there remains an indelible 
Stain in his Character; it can never be ſaid of ſuch 
a Man, that he never was a Murderer. And will 
the Character of being a Man of Courage compen- 
fate the juſt Shame, Diſgrace, and Guilt of being a 
Murderer ? 

It ſhould likewiſe be conſidered whether the Per- 
ſon kill'd was fit for Death; if not, the Murderer 
forced his Appearance before God, to be ſent down 
among the accurſed Spirits, to be reſerved to the 
Judgment of the great Day. 

The Murderer puts a Period to his Space for Re- 
pentance, to his Opportunity of ſecking Peace with 
God, and eternal Salvation. Thus it is with the 
Perſon killing. 

O the miſerable Conſequences of Duelling! 

And then as to the Perſon killed; he had Mur- 
der in his Heart, and no Space to repent of it. 
Duellers take the moſt effectual Courſe to render 
their everlaſting Damnation, Shame, and Torment 
inevitable. | 

Theſe fix Things doth the LORD hate, yea ſeven 
are Abomination unto him: A proud Look, a hing 
Tongue, and Hands that ſhed innocent Blood, Prov. - 
16. 1 

The Prophet Hoſea, ſaid (Hoſ. i iv. 3, 4.) By 
Swearing, and Lying, and Killing, and Stealing, and 
committing Adultery, they break out, and Blood touchetb 
Blood. Therefore ſhall the Land mourn, and every one 
that dwelleth therein ſhall lauguiſh with the Beaſts of 
the Field, and the Fowls of Heaven; yea the Fiſhes - 
of the Sea alſo ſhall be taken away. 

The righteous Frovidence -of God often has in 
a moſt remarkable Manner diſcovered Murderers, 
and brought. them as to ſuffer Death by the 

3 Sentence 
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Sentence of the Magiſtrate, according to the divine * 
Law, | 
And although he may permit ſome of them for a 
while to remain undiſcovered, yet in the Day of his 
Viſitation for Sin, when he ſhall make Inquiſition | 
for Blood, they may be ſure he will remember them, 
and they have Reaſon to fear that he will deal with 
them according to their Blood-guiltineſs, 


XI. DRUxk AR Ds, Gluttons, and riotous Livers, 

are another Sort of Perſons, againſt whom ter- 

rible Threatnings of God are recorded in the holy 
Scriptures. 

Theſe likewiſe are Tranſgreſſors of the fxth Com- 
mandment, as by their Intemperance, and frequent 
Exceſſes, they impair their own Health, and ſhorten 
their Lives ; that is, put an End to them as certain- 
ly, as if they thruſt themſelves through with a 
Sword, though not in ſo ſpeedy a Manner. 

And then by, importuning their Companions to 
eat, or to drink to Exceſs, or to indulge themſelves 
in any Pleaſure inconſiſtent with Health, they are 
inſtrumental in deſtroying their Health, and haften- 
ing their Death. 

But what ſaith the Word of God concerning ſuch 
as theſe? In Iſa. xxviii. 1, 2. it ſays, Wo io the 
Drunkards of Ephraim, the Drunkards of Ephraim 
ſhall be trodden under Feet, 

In Prov. xxiii. 21. it is declared, that the Drun- 
kard, and the Glutton ſhall come to Poverty z and there 
are frequent Inſtances of this. 

In Joel i. 5. God by his Prophet ſays, Awake ye 

© Drunkards, and Weep, and howl all ye uur. of 
Wine. 
The Prophet Nabum faid, 7. be Lord is . 
firong Hold in the Day of 7. rouble (i. e. to thoſe Ss 
love and ſerve him) and he knoweth them that truſt 
in him, But with an cvcrflowing Flood, he will make 
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an utter End of the Place theredf, and Darkneſs ſhall 

purſue his Enemies, What do ye imagine againſt the 
LORD ? He will make an utter End: Aftifiion ſhall 
not riſe up the ſecond Time. For while they be folden 
together as Thotns, and while they are drunken as 
Drunkards, they ſhall be devoured as Stubble fully dry, 
Nahum i. 7, 8, 9, 10. | 

In Iſa. v. 1114. it is faid, Wo unto them that 
riſe up early in the Morning, that they may follow 
ferong Drink, that continue until Night till Wine in- 
flame : this, And the Harp, and the Viol, the Tabret, 
and the Pipe, and Wine, are in their Feafts : But 
they regard not the Work of the LORD, neither con- 
fider the Operation of his Hands. Therefore my Peo- 
ple are gone into Captivity, becauſe they have no Know- 
ledge, and their bonourable Men are famiſhed, and 
their Multitudes dried up with Thirſt. Therefore Hell 

| bath enlarged herſelf, and opened her Mouth without 
Meaſure: And their Glory, and their Multitude, and 
their Pomp, and he that rejoiceth ſhall deſcend into it. 
In Verſe 22. it is added, Wo - unto; them that are 
mighty to drink Wine, and Men of ftrength to mingle 
Arong Drink, i. e. if they abuſe their Strength by 
drinking to Exceſs, and that is Exceſs, which 1s 
more than needful to the healthful Nouriſhment, 
and Chearfulneſs of the Body. | 

The Prophet further adds; in Verſe 25. Therefore 
is the Anger of the LORD kindled againſt bis People, and 
be bath ſtretched forth his Hands againſt them, and 
bath ſmitten them: And the Hills did iremble, and 
their Carcaſſes were torn in the midſt of the Streets: 
For all this his Anger is not turned away, but bis. 
Hand is ſtretched out ſtill, . 

Theſe, and ſuch like Declarations do plainly 88 | 
that they who indulge their Appetites with Exceſſes — 
in Meats and Drinks, and they who perſuade, and 
—_ others to do fo, hoy. Reaſon to fear the 
D Judgments 
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Judgments of the Holy God, when he is viſiting 
for Sin. | 

But how much ſoever they may ſuffer by com- 
mon Calamities in this World, theſe Sufferings will 
be to them only the Beginnings of Sorrows, unleſs + 
they repent, and amend their Ways. For Drun- 
kards ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God, See 1 Cor. 
vi. 10. 

It is our bleſſed Redeemer, who ſaid, Take heed 
zo yourſelves, leſt at any time, your Hearts be over- 
charged with Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs, and the Cares 
of this Life, and ſo that Day come upon you unawares. 
For as a Snare ſhall it come on all them that dwell onthe. 
Face of the whole Earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray 
always, that ye may be accounted worthy to eſcape all 
theſe (terrible) Things that ſhall come to paſs, and to. 
ftand before the Son of Man, Luke xxi. 34, 35, 36. 
The Things which Chriſt refers to, and which he 
in that Chapter foretold ſhould come to paſs, were 


that Jeruſalem ſhould be compaſſed with Armies, and 


Deſolation, Verſe 20. He foretold its Days of Yen- 
geance, Verſe 22, and that there ſhould be great 
Diſtreſs in the Land, and Wrath upon the People, 
Verſe 23. And that they ſhould fall by the Edge of 
the Sword, Verſe 24. That upon the Earth ſhould 
be Diſtreſs of Nations with Perplexity, Verſe 25. 
Men's Hearts failing them for Fear, and for look- 
ing after thoſe Things, wr are coming on the 
Earth, Verſe 26. 
And thus it happened to the Jews, when the juſt 
God brought upon them the Day of his Wrath, 
the Day of his Viſiting them for their Iniquities. | 
And in like manner it will happen to other Nations, 
when the Almighty ſhall come forth in Judgment 
againſt them, and make a ſinful incorrigible People 

to ſee, and feel the Miſeries of the 1 of his Ven- 
geance, | 
T 1 
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Therefore, Let us wall honeſtly, as in the Day; 
not in Rioting and Drunkenneſs, not in Chambering and 
 Wantonneſs, not in Strife and Envying, But put ye 
on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and make not Proviſion for | 
. the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts thereof. Rom. xitl, 
13, 14. 


XII. UNcLEAN PERSONS, Whoremongers and 
Adulterers, are another Sort, on whom God has 
denounced deſtroying Judgments. 

Theſe are Tranſgreſſors of the ſeventh command- 

ment. 5 
 _ Whoremongers and Adulterers God will judge, &c. 
It is declared, Heb. xiii, 4. and in Galat. v. 19, 21. 
it is ſaid, Now the Works of the Fleſh are manifeſt, 
which are theſe; Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs; 
Laſciviouſneſs ; and it is added, That they who do 
- ſuch Things ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God, | 
In Epheſ. v. 3, 4, 5, 6. But Fornication and all 
 Unileanneſs, let it not be once named amongſt you, as 

becometh Saints. Neither Filtbineſs nor fooliſh Talk- 
ing, nor Feſting which are not convenient: But rather 
giving of Thanks, For this you know that no Whore- - 
monger nor unclean e — bath any Inheritance in 
the Kingdom ef Chriſt, and of God — for becauſe of 
theſe Things cometh the Wrath of God upon the Chil- 
dren of Diſobedience, 

What the Holy God has ſaid concerning the Jews, 
in Jer. v. 7, 8, 9. ſhews evidently that this Sort of 
Sinners are appointed to ſuffer in the Day of his 
Viſitation, The LORD ſaid, When I fed them to 
the full they committed Adultery, and aſſembled them- 
felves by Troops in the Harlots Houſes. They were as 
fed Horſes in the Morning: Every one neigbed after 
his Neighbour's Wife: Shall I not vifit for tbeſe 
Things ? ſaith. the LORD, ſhall not my Soul be a- 
venged on ſuch a Nation as this 2 | 
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The Prophet Ezekiel alſo, reckoning up ſeveral 
Sorts of Tranigreſſors of the divine Law in Jeru- 
ſalem, ſays, One hath committed Abomination with his 
Neighbour's Wife, and another has lewdly defiled his 

' Daughter-in-Law, and another in thee hath humbled 
Bis Sifter, his Father's Daughter, Ezek. xxii. 

It muſt be obſerved, that Se/f- Pollution, the Sin 
for which the Holy God flew Onan, Gen. xXXviii. , 
10. is a Sort of Uncleanneſs very heinous in its Na- 
ture, And likewiſe that the unnatural Luſts of the 
Sodomites, Gen. xix. 5. for which the LORD rained 
upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah, Brimſtone and Fire 
from the Lord out of Heaven, and overthrew their 
Cities, and all the Plain, and all the Inhabitants of 
tbe Cities, and that which grew upon the Ground, 
Gen. xix. 24, 25. I ſay, thoſe unnatural, Luſts are 
Kinds of Filthineſs which cry loudly for divine Ven- j 
geance to be inflicted on the Guilty : And it is Mat- 
ter of great Lamentation, that notwithſtanding the 
fearful, and utter Deſtruction of thoſe Cities for the 
Crimes of their Inhabitants, there have been in the 
ſucceeding Ages, Perſons guilty of the ſame mon- 
ſtrous and filthy Practices. 

St. Paul ſpeaketh of ſuch in Rom. i. 26, 27. 
ſaying, For this Cauſe God gave them up unto vile 
AﬀeBions : For even their Women did change their 
_ natural Uſe unto that which is againſt Nature: And 
likewiſe alſo the Men, leaving the natural Uſe of Wo- 
men, burned in their Luſt, one toward another, Men 

10 (% Men, working that which is unſeemly, and re- 
ceiving in tbemſe ves that Recompence of their Error 
which was meer. 

| The Sins of theſe monſtrous Trankpedorh,.i in- 

| deed, are ſecret, they are Deeds of Darkneſs, but 

| the righteous God may openly take Vengeance on 

| them, in the Day of his Viſitation for Sin. Such 
{80 hive no Reaſon to hope they ſhall eſcape the de- 

| 

| 

| 

| 


ſtroying Wrath of the Ai ty God. 
And 
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And as the Inhabitants of Feru/alem were incor- 
rigible, and did not repent of their Iniquities, the 
Holy God according to his Threatnings, inflicted - 
on them deſtroying Judgments. See Fer. v. 31. 
where he ſays, Therefore have 1 poured out mine In- 
dignation upon them, I have conſumed them with the 
Fire of my Wrath : Their own Way have 1 recom 
penſed upon their Heads, ſaith the LORD GOD. 

I may add, that Perſons under the like Guile, 
have Reaſon to expect like Puniſhment ; and 
therefore have Cauſe to be afraid of God's n 
ing in the Way of his Judgments. 

And happy for them will it be, if the Whore- 
mongers and Adulterers; happy will it be, if all 
the filthy, the unchaſte, the unclean Perſons of 
both Sexes, ſhall conſider the Evil of their Ways, 
and the Declarations of the Holy God againſt them 
if they ſhall repent of their Sins, and ſeek the For- 
giveneſs of them, and Peace with God through 
Chriſt Jeſus, before the Viols of his Wrath be poured 
out upon them, 


XIII. Unjusr Perſons, are another Sort againſt 
whom deſtroying Judgments are denounced in the 
Word of God. 

UnJvsT Perſons are all they, who either by 1 
or Fraud, take, or with- hold to their own Uſe any 
Thing that is the Property of another. 


Theſe all are Tranſgreſſors of the eighth Com- 
mandment. 


This Claſs includes not only Thieves of every 


Denomination, bùt alſo Extoritoners, and fraudulent 
Dealers with unjuſt Weights and Meaſures, 


ExXTORT1ONERS are thoſe Perſons who take Ad- 
vantage from the Neceſſities, or Ignorance of others, 
to conſtrain them to give more Money for the 
Things they buy, than is the Market-price, or to 


perform 


| 1 
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perform more Labour for Wages than is uſual ac- 
"cording to the Cuſtom of the Country, thus, e. g. 
If the Sellers of any Commodity know the Buyers 
to be under a Neceſlity of getting the Things they 
treat about, and that they can have them no where 
elſe, or that they are ignorant of the Value, and 
Market-ptice of them, and therefore exact from 
them a greater Price than they are worth, or than 
the Sellers would inſiſt on, if the Buyers were not 
under ſuch Neceſſity, or ſuch Ignorance, they are 
guilty of Extortion. | 
And if any Manufacturers, as a Method of Gain 
to themſelves, ſhall keep for Sale to their Work- 
People, various Softs of Goods, they at Times have 
Occaſion for, and ſhalt oblige them to buy ſuch 
Goods, when they do not want the Goods but the 
Money for other Uſes, they are Extortioners. 
Theſe two Sorts of Perſons are guilty of Tranſ- 
greſſing that divine Law, which ſays, All Things 
whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould do to you, do ye 
even ſo to them, Matt. vii. 12. which implies, that 
All Things whatſoever we would that Men ſhould 
not do to us, we ſhould not, we ought not to do to 
them. ; N | 
Thus God has manifeſted his holy Will concern- 
ing our Conduct and manner of Dealing with others. 
And the Extortioners above-mentioned, would not 
like to be themſelves treated in ſuch Manner as they 
treat others, * | 
Ilͤ muſt add, that their Crime is abominable in the 
Sight of God, who delights in Mercy and Good- 
neſs. 1 | 
Let ſuch Tranſgreſſors read, and conſider what is 
faid in Ezek. xxii. 12, 13, 14. Thou haſt greedily 
gained of thyNeighbours by Extortion, and haſt forgotten 
me, ſ4ith the LORD GOD. Behold, therefore I 
have ſmitten mine Hand at thy diſhoneſt Gain, which 
thou haſt made Can thine Heart endure, or = 
| . thine 
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thine Hands be ſtrong, in the Days that I ſhall deal” 
with thee ? I the LORD have ſpoken it, and wilt do 
it. 8 
Theſe Declarations ſhew that God will deal with 
Extortioners in the Days of his Viſitation for Sin; 
and that their Hearts will not be able to endure the 
Tokens of his Wrath, or to ſuſtain the ſtrokes of 
his Vengeance. 
There is another Sort of ExTor T10xN, cruel in its 
Nature, and abominable in the Eyes of the Lord; 
that is, when Manufacturers or others conſtrain the 
People they employ to labour for leſs Wages, than 
Cuſtom, or particular Agreement has made their 
Due, or exact from them more Work than is uſual- 
ly done for the cuſtomary Wages ; or on ſome un- 
reaſonable Pretence with-hold from them Part oP 
their Wages. 1 
Theſe may be ſaid to grind the Face of the Poor: 4 
They oppreſs the Hirelings, the People they employ 
to labour, and the Character of Extortioners juſtly 
belongs to them. 
Let ſuch conſider the Import of this Declaration 
in Mal. iii. 5. J will come near to you to Judgment, 
and I will be a ſwift Witneſs—again thoſe that op- 
preſs the Hireling in his Mages — and fear not > /aith 1 mn 
LORD. of Hoſts. þ 
And in James v. 4. it is ſaid, Behold the Hire of 
the Labourers, which have reaped down your Fields, 
which is of you kept back by Fraud, crieth; and the 
Cries. of them which have reaped, are entered into the 
Ears of the Lord of Sabaoth, who will deal with ſuch 
Oppreſſors, and take Vengeance on them when he 
vilits for Sin. | 
In Levit. xix. 13. it is ſaid, The Wapes of him 
that is hired, ſhall not abide with thee all Night until 
the Morning. 
In Deut. xxiv. 15, it is written, At his Day thou” 
» foalt give him bis Hire, neither ſhall the Sun go down 


upon N 
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upon it, for he is poor, and ſetteth his Heart upon it + 
left be cry againſt thee unto the Lord, and it be Sin 
unto thee. | | 
| In Levit. xix. 9. are recorded the following Laws, 
viz, When. you reap the Harveſt of your Land, thou 
ſhalt not wholly reap the Corners of thy Field, neither. 
' ſhalt thou gather the Gleanings of thy Harveſt. And 
* thou ſhalt not glean thy Vineyard, neither ſhalt thou 
gather every Grape of thy Vineyard, thou ſhalt leave 
them for the Poor, and Stranger: I am the Lord your 
God. Signifying that the great God has compaſ- 
ſion for the Poor, and Strangers, and approves all 
Acts of Kindneſs done unto them; and that he is 
both able, and willing to recompence with his Bleſ- 
ſings, thoſe who obey his Will, by leaving in the 
Time of Harveſt, and Gathering of Fruit, Glean- 
ings of their Harveſt, and of the Fruit for the 
Poor, - . | | 
In Deut. xxiv. 19. it is likewiſe enacted, by the 
ſupreme Governor of the World, thus, viz. V ben 
thou cutteſt down thine Harveſt in thy Field, and 
haſt forgot a Sheaf in the Field, thou ſhalt not go 
again to fetch it: It ſhall be for the Stranger, for the 
Fetherleſs and the Widow : That the LORD. thy God 
may bleſs thee in all the Work of thine Hands, When 
thou beateſt thine Olive- tree, thou ſhalt not go over the 
Boughs again: It ſhall be for the Stranger, for the 
Fatherleſs, and for the Widow. Pg. 
I have mentioned theſe Laws of our good God, 
| becauſe they manifeſt his gracious Care for Strangers, 
and for the Fatherleſs, and for Widows in needy 
Circumſtances z and becauſe they are Laws always 
obligatory, they are divine Laws always binding all 
Perſons, in all Ages, who are concerned in Huſ- 
bandry, in Sowing, in Reaping, in Raiſing, and 
Gathering: in the Fruits of the Earth. We ought 
to think, and acknowledge that they are Laws {till 
| x . ; 2 a 
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in Force, ſince God never repealed them, ſince 
neither Men, nor Angels, can annul the Obligations 
of his Commandments, and ſince divers Reaſons of 
them, viz. the Wants of the Poor, and the Sup- 
ply, and the Comfort they will have by Means of a 
due Obedience to thoſe Laws: And I apprehended 
it the more needful to recite them, becauſe many 
Landbolders, Farmers, and Peſſeſſors of Vineyards, 
and Olive Yards, and others employed in raiſing and 
propagating the Fruits of the Earth are ignorant of 
them. X 46. 

I muſt add one Declaration more, viz. that in 
1 Cor. vi. 10. Nor Thieves, nor Covetous — nor Ex- 
tortioners ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God. There- 
fore we may reaſonably conclude, that this hard- 
hearted and cruel ſort of Sinners, are obnoxious to 
the deſtroying Judgments of God, when he is viſit- 
ing an ungodly Nation for their Iniquities. 

I have further to obſerve, that fraudulent Dealers, 
with unjuſt Weights and Meaſures, muſt be reckoned 
among the Tranſgreſſors of the eighth Command- 
ment, becauſe by their Frauds they get ſo much of 
the Buyer's Money unjuſtly, as the diminiſned Quan- 
tity of the Goods fold amounts. to in Value; and 
the uſing divers Weights and Meaſures, that is, 
Wetghts and Meaſures different from, and leſs than 
the Standard eſtabliſhed by the Laws of the Country 
in which they live, is in Reality one Way of ſteal- 
ing Money from the Buyers. 4 
29e hall do no Unrighteouſneſs in Judgment, ſays 

the divine Law, in Mete Yard, in Weight, or in 
Meaſure, TFuſt Balances, juſt Weights, a juſt Ephah, 
and a' juſt Hin fhall ye have; I am the LORD your 
God. Therefore ſhall ye obſerve all my Statutes, and 
all my Fudgments, and do them ; I am the Lord. Levit, 
XIX. 35, 36, 37. | | | 

In Deut. xxv. 13, 14, 15, 16. it is ſaid, Thou 
Galt not have in th; Bag divers Weights, a great and 

| E pi 
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a ſmall, Thou ſhalt not have in thine Houſe divers 
Meaſures, a great and a ſmall. But thou ſhalt have 
@ perfect and juſt Weight, a perfect and a juſt Mea- 
ſure ſhalt thou have; that thy Days may be lengthened 
in the Land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. For 
all that do ſuch Things (viz. the keeping divers 
Weights and Meaſures) and all that do unrighteouſly, 
are an Abomination unto the LORD thy God. 

In Prov. xi. 1. it is ſaid, A falſe Ballance is Abo- 
mination to the Lord : but a juſt Weight is bis De- 
light, And Chap. xx. 10. Divers Weights, and di- 
vers Meaſures, both of them are alike Abomination 


to the Lord. See alſo Verſe 23. 5 


The Prophet Micah faid to the People (who had 
provoked deſtroying Judgments by manifold Sins) 
He (viz. God) bath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is 
good, and what doth the LORD require of thee, but 
to do juſtly, and to love Mercy, and io walk humbly 
with thy Cod? The LORD's Voice crieth unto the 
City, and the Man of Wiſdom fall ſee thy Name: 
Hear ye the Rod, and who hath appointed it. Are 


- there yet the Treaſures of Wickedneſs in the Houſe of 


the Wicked, and the ſcant Meaſure that is abominable ? 
Shall I count them pure with the wicked Balances, and 
with the Bag of deceitful Weights ? For the rich Men 
thereof are full of Violence, and the Inhabitants there- 
of have ſpoken Lies, and their Tongue is deceitful in 
their Mouth. Therefore alſo will I make thee jick in 
ſmiting thee, in making thee deſolate becauſe of thy Sins, 
See Micah vi. 8—13. 5 | 

Theſe Declaralions ſhew moſt ' evidently that frau- 
dulent Dealers, with falſe Weights and Meaſures, 
have Reaſon to expect Puniſhment even in this 
World, when God is viſiting a Nation for their 
Iniquities. | 

Bur if they ſha'l eſcape Puniſhment in this World, 


| they ſhould know and conſider, that the Hope of un- 
jaſt Men pcriſbetb, (Prov. xi. 7.) and that, Te 


LORD 
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LORD knoweth how— to reſerve the unjuſt unto the 

Day of Judgment to be puniſhed. 2 Pet. ii. 9 

There is yet another Sort of Iniquity to be taken 
Notice of, as inconſiſtent with that juſt and righte- 

ous Manner of Dealing with others, which the eighth 

Commandment obliges all Men to, viz. the Giving 

and Taking Bribes. 

A Br1BE is any Gift to another, to bias, or in- 
cline him to do ſomething he ought not to do, or 
to omit doing ſomething he ought to do, 

And the righteous God, to prevent all unjuſt Prac- 
- tices among Men, has ſtrictly forbidden this Ini- 
quity. In Exod. xxin. 8. he has ſaid, Thou ſoalt take 
no Gift : For the Gift blindeth the Wiſe, and pervert- 
eth the Words of the Righteous. It occaſions Perſons 
to form a wrong Judgment, or to give an unjuſt 
Sentence in a Cauſe, or topervert, or miſinterpret the 
Words of the Righteous, with whomthey have to do. 

In Deut. xvi. 18, 19, 20. the Holy God faid to 
his People, Judges and Officers ſhalt thou make thee 
in all thy Gates which the Lord thy Ggd giveth thee, 
throughout all thy Tribes: And they ſhall judge the 
People with juſt Judgment. Thou ſhalt not wreſt 
Judgment; thou ſhalt not reſpect Perſons, neither take 
a Gift : For a Gift doth blind the Eyes of the Wiſe, a 
and pervert the Words (or Matters, as the Expreſ- 
ſion is tranſlated in the Margin) of the Righteous. 
That which is altogether juſt ſhalt thou follow, that 
thou mayeſt live, and inherit the Land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee. Which laſt Clauſe implies that 
by receiving Bribes, and not following that which is 
altogether juſt, they would provoke God by ſome 
Stroke of Judgment to cut ſhort their Lives. 

In Prov. xvii. 23. it is ſaid, A wicked Man taketh 
a Gift out of the Boſom (i. e. ſecretly) to pervert the 
Ways of Judgment, ſignifying that he is a wicked 
Man indeed that receiveth a Bribe, 
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Thus wicked: were Joel, and Abiab, the Sons of 
Samuel, whom he made Judges over [ſrael, they 
turned afide after Lucre, and too Bribes, and per- 


verted Judgment, ſee 1 Sam. viii. 1, 2, 3. 


And this Wickedneſg became general i in the Days 


of the Prophet 1ſaiah, ſee 1/a. i. 23, 24. where it is 


written, Every one loveth Gifts, and followeth after 
Rewards: they judge not the Fatherleſs, neither doth 
the Cauſe of the Widow come unto them. Therefore, 
thus ſaith the Lok p, the Lorp of Hoſts, the mighty 
one of 1ſrael, M, I will eaſe me of mine Adverſaries, 
and avenge me of mine Enemies. 

This Declaration ſignifies, that ſuch Sinners are 


Enemies to God, and that he will avenge himſelf 


of them ; and chat they have Reaſon. to fear a De- 
ſtruction from the Almighty, when he viſits a Na- 
tion for Sin, 

But gracious Promiſes are made to the Righteous, 
that ſhaketh his Hands front holding of Bribes, for it 
is ſaid, He foal! dwell on bigh : His Place of Defence, 
ſhall be the Muition of Rocks, Bread ſhall be given 
Bim, his Waters Hall be ſure, Iſa. xxxiii. 15, 16. 
which Declarations | import that altho* Perſons guilty 
of Bribery are obnoxious to the Miſeries of a Day of 
God's Viſitation for Sin, yet that the Righteous, 
who abhor the taking of Bribes, may hope for- the 
divine Protection, and. be provided for, and com- 


- forted in Times of publick Calamities. 


Many Sins bring Guilt oaly on ſingle Perſons, 
but a Bxiss is an accurſed Thing, which pollutes 
two Perſons, and renders them both guilty before 
God, and obnoxious to his Wrath, viz, the Giver 
and the Receiver of it, and the Nature of this Iniquity 
ought to be known to all Men, and abhorred by all 
Men. And the Action of the Giver, and the 
Action of the Receiver as to its Signification .de- 
ſerves ſerious Notice, 

95 | The 
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The Intention of a BRIEE is to prevail with the 
Receiver of it, to do ſomething in itſelf ſinful, as 
for a Judge to pals an unrighteous Judgment on a 
Cauſe, or elſe to 1 which the Receiver 
apprehended to be ſinful, and therefore was- unlaw- 
ful for him to do. e g 
In both theſe Caſes the Giver endeavours to cor- 
rupt the Receiver, and engage him to ſin againſt 
the holy God, to wound his own Soul, and expoſe 
himſelf to eternal Damnation; a dreadful Crime 
vile in its Nature, and deſtructive in its Conſequences, 
both to him that gives, and him that takes the 
Bribe. A ſad Matter to be conſidered by the Guilty; 
| beſide the Injury which may be brought on others 
by Means of a prevailing Bribe. 3 
The. Action of the Giver ſignifies that he is a 
Man of corrupt Principles, that he fears not God, 
has no Regard to his Glory, and the Pleaſing him, 
nor to the Welfare and Salvation of the Soul of the 
Perſon whom he bribes; it ſignifies that he joins his 
Endeavours with the Devil's to ruin for ever the Per 
ſon whom he has corrupted. | 


And the Action of the Receiver Ggnifies, that he 


is deſtitute of a right, and good Principle, that he 
has yielded to, and been overcome by the Tempta- 
tion, and that he has ſold the Favour of God, and 
bis Soul, and Salvation for the Price of the Bribe he 
has received. : | | 

Theſe Remarks have a like Foundation when a 
Bribe is given to prevail with any one not to do a 
"Thing which the Law of God has made his Duty, 
or which he apprehends that God requires of him. 
Both the Givers, and Receivers of Bribes, are 
Men of very corrupt Minds; and without ſincere 
Repentance, and a thorough Reformation, they will 
never eſcape the Damnation of Hell, though they 
ſhould be ſuffered to eſcape Puniſhment in this World, 


Theſe 
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Theſe Things deſerve the ſerious Conſideration 
both of thoſe, who at Elections of Members to ſerve 
in Parliament, give Bribes to engage Votes, and of 

thoſe who receive them, 5 

ö 

XIV. Perſons who bear falſe Witneſs againſt 
others are another Sort of Sinners who have juſt 
IP —_ to fear Puniſhment when God viſits a Nation 
for Sin. | s 

Theſe are Tranſgreſſors of the ninth Command- 
ment, which ſays, Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Wiineſs 
againſt thy Neighbour, Exod. xx. 16. 

The Prohibition is not limited to the bearing falſe 
Witneſs againſt others on Trials in Courts of Judi- 
cature, altho* that 'is a moſt aggravated Kind of 
falſe Witneſs-Bearing, becauſe of the Oath: taken 
by Witneſſes, wherein they appeal to God for the 
Truth of what they ſay falſely. But a Man's Re- 
putation, and Livelihood may be ruin'd by falſe 
Witneſſes that are never called before Magiſtrates. , 

A Man bears falſe Witneſs againſt his Neighbour, 
when he ſpeaks that of another, which he knows to 

be falſe ; whether it be in a Way of Affirmation, or 
Negation ; whether he affirms of another that he 
ſpoke ſuch Words, or did ſuch Things, which he 
knows he did not; or denies his having ſpoken 

Words, which himſelf heard, or his doing Things 

which to his Knowledge the other really dic. 
1 All falſe Witneſſes are Liars, and all Liars ſpall 
MN have their Part in the Lake which burneth with Fire 


al and Brimſtone, as it is ſaid in Rev. xxi. 8. 
+ | Wherefor: (faith St. Paul) putting away Lying, 
wy ſpeak every Man Truth with his Neighbour : For we 


1 are Members one of another, Epheſ. iv. 23. 

+. A faithjul Witneſs will not lie: But a falſe Wit- 
neſs will utter Lies, it is ſaid Prov. xiv. g. and Verſe 
25. 4 true Witneſs delivereth Souls, but 4 azceitful 
Witneis /peaket Y Lies. | ia 
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In Prov. xix. 15, it is declared, He that juſtifieth 
the Wicked, and he that condemneth the Fuſt, even 
they both are Abomination to the Log, 

The ſupreme Lawgiver ſays, Thou ſhalt not . 
a falſe Report: Put not thine Hand with the Wicked 
to be an unrighteous Witneſs, Exod. xxiii. 1. | 

And in Prov, xix. 5. it is declared that, 4 falſe | 
Witneſs ſhall not be unpuniſhed, and he that ſpeaketh 
Lies ſball not eſcape. This Declaration ſhews, that 
theſe Sinners have Reaſon to expect Puniſhment in 
the Day of the Log p's Vilitation for Sin, 

The ſpeaking falſely of others is a pernicious Prac- 
tice 3 and the doing ſo as Witneſſes in Courts of 
Judicature has brought innocent Perſons to ſuffer 
Death for Crimes they never committed, and others 
to looſe mo 3 which were their juſt Pro- 

„or to looſe their good Re utation, a Bleſſing 
m valuable than Life” : 

They who are guilty of this cruel lniquity do not 
deal towards others, as they would have others to 
deal with them. 

They imitate their Father the Devil, who is the 
Accuſer of the Brethren, ſee Rev. xii. g, 10. 

And altho* they may for a while eſcape Puniſh- 
ment, the Day is coming when the righteous God 
will take Vengeance on them, when they ſhall nei- 
ther be able to eſcape, nor able to bear his Wrath. 


XV. Covxrous Perſons, are another Sort of 
Sinners marked by divine Threatnings for ſuffering 
Puniſhment in the Day of the Lok p's Viſitation 
for Sin. 

Theſe are Tranſgreſſors of the tenth Command- 
ment, which ſays, Thou ſhalt not covet thy Neigh- 
beur*s Houſe, thou ſhalt not covet thy Neighbour 5 
Wife, nor bis Man-ſervant, nor his Maid. ſervant, nor 


his Ox, nor his Aſs, nor any Thing that i is ity Neigb- 
bours, Exod. xx. 19. f 


This 


* 
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This Law ſhews that it is ſinſul to defire any 
Thing that is another's Property, and appropriated 
to his own Uſe; becauſe the Things of another, 
which he trades in, and has a Right to ſell, and 
which we have Occaſion for, we may deſire, and 
may . purchaſe ; but appropriated Things we mutt 
not deſire, or cover, 

A ſtrong Deſire, or Coveting another Man's 
Houſe, or Land, has prevailed with ſome to murder 
the rightful Pofſeſſor, as was the Caſe when Ahab 
coveted Naboth's Vineyard, 1 Kings xxi. or to uſe 
other unjuſt Methods to get the Poſſeſſion of it. 

Thus coveting another Man's Wife, has been fol- 
| lowed with Adultery, and Murther of which Da. 
vid was a ſad Inſtance, 

And the coveting the Servants of others, has in- 
fluenced ſome to of indirect, or diſhoneſt Means to 
prevail with them to leave their Mafters, 

And the coveting of Money has led many to rob, 
ſteal, and commit Murder. So are the Ways of 
every one that is greedy of Gain: Which taketh aum 
the Life of the Owners thereof, Prov. i. 19. 

The tentb Commandment muſt be underſtood to 
| forbid all inordinate, or too ſtrong Deſires after 
worldly Things, or too much Love to Money: Be- 
cauſe ſuch Coveting is not only inconſiſtent with the 
Love we owe to God, and to our Neighbour, but 
leads on to many other Sins. | 
For (as St. Paul ſays) the Love of Money is the 
Root of all Evil: Which: while ſome covet after, 
they have erred from the Faith, and'pierced themſelves 
1 through with many Sorrows, 1 Tim. vi. 10. 

Wo Here I would obſerve that a Man's Deſire of 

5 Money, or other worldly Things is certainly too 

8 ſtrong, or is a ſinful Coveting, when for obtaining 

14 them, he will uſe unlawful Means, or neglect ſome 
1 Duty God requires of him; and likewiſe, when, for 

Ti the Sake of increaſing his Riches, he will withhold - 
4 5 to 
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to himſelf what God would have him to diſtribute 
for the Uſe and Benefit of others. 

Thus, if a Man for Lucre Sake will be guilty of 
3 he is a covetous Man; or if inſtead of 
performing the religious Duties of the Sabbath, he 
will buy, or ſell on that holy Day, or if on other 
Days he will be ſo eager in his Purſuits after earthly 
Riches, as not to allow Time for the Worſhip of 
God in his Family, and Cloſet, he is a covetous 
Man: And likewiſe if he will not expend in the 
Maintenance of his Family, and Education of his 
Children, fo much as according to his Rank in the 
World, and his Riches, ought 1 to be expended, he 
is a coyetous Man; and if he will not diſtribute in 
Acts of Charity, according to his Abilities, and the 
Occaſions, which call for his Aſſiſtance, he may 
: juſtiy be thought ; a covetous Man. 

And ſuch covetous Perſons certainly do love their 
Money, more than they love their God; for they 
who do not deſire, and endeavour to leaſe God, 
_cannot be truly ſaid to love him ; and och thoſe, who 
wilfully ſin againſt God in their way of getting, or of 
keeping Money, it cannot be juſtly ſaid they deſire, 
and endeavour to pleaſe him. 

The covetous, the Lord abhorreth, Pſal. x. 3. 

In Prov. xxviii. 16. it is ſaid, He that bateth Co- 
vetouſneſs ſpall prolong his Days, which implies that 
= who loveth Covetouſneſs, is like to ſhorten his 
Days. 

In Ja. lvii. 17. The Lorp faid of his People, 
For the Iniquity of bis Covetouſneſs was I wroth, and 
ſmote kim. Hence it is very. evident, that in Ages 
pa, : God» inflicted deſtroying Judgments on his 
eople for their Covetouſneſs. And therefore cove- 
tous Perſons have Reaſon to be afraid of his Judg- 
nients in the Day that he viſits a Land for Sin. 
It was a fad Complaint which God made of his 


People i in Ezek, xxiii, 31. where he ſays to the Pro- 
9 Phet 
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phet concerning them, They come unto thee, as the 
People cometh, "and they fit before thee as my People, 
and they bear thy Words, but they will not do them : 
for their Heart goeth after their Covetouſneſs, That 
is, altho* they profeſs Love, and Obedience to God, 
and attend the ſolemn Aſſemblies to hear the Words 
of the Lord delivered by his Prophet, yet they will 
not do them ; their flrongeſt, and prevailing Aﬀec- 
tions, being after Riches and other worldly Things, 
the Objects of their Covetouſneſs. 

Their Riches, and other earthly Things, are the 
Idols of their Hearts: therefore, Covetouſneſs is de- 
clared to be Idolatry in Col. iii. 5. where Chriſtians 
are commanded to mortify — inordinaie Aﬀetions, 
evil Concupiſence, and Covetouſcneſs, which is Idolatry. 

In Epbeſ. v. 5. it is declared, That no Whore- 
monger, nor unclean Perſon, nor covetous Man, who 
is an Idolater, bath any Inheritance in the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, and of God, 

It appears from this Declaration, that it is decreed 
by the righteous Governour of the World, that co- 
vetous Perſons ſhall not be admitted to partake of 
the Joys, and Happineſs of the Kingdom of Chrift, 
and of God : And this implies that they will be ſent 
into endleſs Miſeries in the next Vir and that 
they are liable todeſtroying Judgments in this, when 
God proceeds in viſiting a Nation for Sin. 

The Covetous, inſtead of looking to, and relying 
en the Lord, place a Confidence in their Wealth, 
The rich Man's Wealth, is bis ſtrong City, and as an 
high Wall in his own Conceit ; as it is faid in Prov. 
xViii: 11. But let ſuch know, and conſider thoſe De- 
clarations recorded in Prov. xi. 4. viz, Riches profit 
not in the Day of Wrath; and Verſe 28. He that 
irufteth in Riches ſhall fall. 

Thus ſaith the Loꝝxp —— Let not the rich Man 
glory in bis Riches, Jer, 1 ix. 23. 5 
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In Fer, xv. 13. God ſays to the Wicked among 
his People, Thy Subſtance, and thy Treaſures will J 
give io the Spoil without Price, and that for all 

Sins, even in all thy Borders, Jer. xv. 13. See alſo 


Ter. xvil. 3. | CUE 

Theſe Declarations plainly ſhew that the Covetous, 
and they who will go on in diſobeying the Com- 
mandments of the Lord, have Reaſon to be afraid, 
when he is riſen out of his Place to puniſh wicked 
Nations. : | 

I have now conſidered the principal Sorts'of Per- 
ſons, Tranſgreſſors of one or other of the en Com- 
mandments, againſt whom the holy God has de- 
nounced his awful Threatnings. 

A righteous Nation, a holy City, whoſe Inhabi- 
tants know, and love, and ſerve the Lord, and 
make it their Practice to obey all his Precepts, have 
no Cauſe to be afraid, but .abundant Ground for 
Comfort, and Joy on the Account of the manifold 
Promiſes of Bleſſings in this World, and of ever- 
laſting Felicity in the next, which are made to the 

©... Re | | 

But if the Inhabitants of a City, or Country, 
have revolted from God, if the Generality of them 
have caſt off the Fear of the Almighty, and have 
long been regardleſs of his Authority, and Laws, 
and have gone on ſtubbornly in wicked Ways, and 
- remain incorrigible, notwithſtanding the Obligations 
of multiplied Bleſſings, notwithſtanding the Patience, 
and long Forbearance of God, notwithſtanding the 
divers Threatnings, and the Feeling of leſſer Judg- 
ments, they have then the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to ex- 
pect that the righteous God will proceed in viſiting 
them for Sin, and pour out the Vials of his Wrath 
upon them. ; 

I ſhall now conclude theſe Papers with an Ad- 
dreſs to the Inhabitants of London, Weſtminſter, and 
all the other Parts of Great-Britain. 


F 2 I need 
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I need not tell you that Infidelity, and Profane- 
neſs, that a Contempt, and Deriſion of the divine 
Providence, and the holy Scriptures, are cry! 
Sins among us; nor that keeping holy the Sabbath- 
Day, and a due Attendance on the publick 
Worſhip of God are generally neglected ; — that 
our Cities and Country have long been polluted 
with all Sorts of Immoralities ; neither need I ſay 
to you that the holy God has ſhewn himſelf angry 
with us, by a Series of awful Judgments, tho? ſome 
of them thro* his abundant Mercy have been taken 
awa 
| I ſurely I need not ſay to you that Iniquities 
ſtill abound among us, that Provocations of al- 
mighty Wrath are till committed, and that there 
appears very little of Reformation; neither need [I 
71 that the Tokens of God's Anger do ſtill ſub- 
By i AY 
The great God has given us Warning after 
Warning, and Stroke after Stroke, and then ceaſed 
awhile, and waited to fee whether we will conſider 
our evil Ways, and repent of our Sins, and return 
unto him; he has waited, and ſtill waits that he 
may be gracious to us; that he may, conſiſtent with 
the Honour of his Government, with the Glory of 
his Name, forgive our Sins, and be reconciled unto 
us, and bleſs us. Bur the Reconciliation is not 
yet brought about ; No, for we ſtubbornly perfiſt 
in our Rebellion againſt him: And it is too evident 
to be denied that his Hand is ſtill ſtretched out 
againſt us. 

Was it not that holy God who is of purer Eyes 
than to behold Iniquity without Abhorrence, and 
without being incenſed againſt the wilful Tranſgreſ- 
ſors of his Laws ? Was it not he who permitted our 
Enemies to draw the Sword, and from a Number, 
- ſmall, at firſt, to increaſe into a Multitude, and to 
march thro? the Heart of our Country, and to ap- 

proach 


- 
, 
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ach ſo near this our Metropolis, as to fill the 
finds of all true Proteſtants, and faithful Subjects 


of our gracious Sovereign with a Dread of the Con- 
| ſequences, if he had not by his Influence turned them 
back by-the Way that they. came, and . afterwards 
intirely ſubdued them? Was it not he, who ſent the - 


mortal Sickneſs among our Cattle? and who has been 
thro* a Courſe of ſeveral Years deſtroying them! and 
ſhewing that he can as eaſily deſtroy our Perſons! 
and does he not awfully proceed, in the Way of his 
Anger, by ſmiting the Beaſts of the Field ſtill with 


Sickneſs, and Death, in divers Parts of the Country? 


Pray conſider, That Deſtruction of Cattle is one of 
God's threatned Judgments ; and that this till ſub- 
fiſts in the Land; and that Earthquakes are another 


Sort of them, very terrible: And let us keep in 


Remembrance how the Almighty has once and 


again very lately made the Earth to tremble under 


theſe great Cities; and has violently ſhaken the 


Houſes of the Inhabitants over them; and that the 


divine Power might either have cauſed the Earth to 


open and ſwallow up the Buildings, and all the 


living Creatures that are upon it, or elſe without the 


Opening of the Earth might have ſhattered, and 
thrown down even the ſtrongeſt Edifices, and have 


cruſhed to Death thoſe who dwell in them; and who 


can tell what, or how many of his other Threatnings 


will be executed among us, or how ſoon 
] entreat you to read again, and again, and re- 
volve in your Minds what has been offered to your 


Thoughts in the foregoing Papers. | 
Let every one faithfully examine himſelf, and 


conſider whether he is not of one or other of the 


 SorTs of Perſons whom God has threatened, not 


only with everlaſting Torments in the future State, 


but with Miſeries, with Diſtreſs, and Deſtruction 


even in this World, when he viſits Cities, and Na- 
tions for their Sins. 
| If 
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If you compare your Lives with the holy Laws 


of God, your Conſciences will tell you, whether 


you are among the miſerable Objects of the divine 
Threatnings. 

And is this your Caſe ! I muſt then tell you, that 
you are under a dreadful Sentence of Condemnation. 

For hitherto you have not repented of your Sins, 
nor believed on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

In John iii. 18, 19. it is thus declared, viz. He 
that believeth not is condemned already, becauſe he hath 
not believed on the Name of the only begotten Son of 
God. And this is the Condemnation, that Light is 


come into the World, and Men loved Darkneſs rather 


than Light, becauſe their Deeds were evil. 

O how deplorable is your Condition! in being 
Enemies to God by your wicked Works, in being 
the Servants of Sin, and Satan? How deplorable, [ 
ſay, is your Condition, whatever be your worldly 
Honours, Riches, and Poſſeſſions, or Eminency for 
Learning! Know ye not that to whom ye yield your- 
ſelves Servants to 8 Bis Servants ye are, to whom 
ye obey, whether of Sin unto Death, or of Obedience 
unto Righteouſneſs! Rom. vi. 16, 

How lamentable is your Caſe in your being Ob- 
jects of the divine Anger! For God is angry with 
the Wicked every Day, (Pſal. vii. 11.) He is fo 
continually ; and how wretched are you, in your 
being obnoxious to all the Miſeries threatned to be 
inflicted in this Life! and in being liable to a ſpeedy 
Death, and to the Pains of Hell for ever ! 

And what Comfort, what Peace can you have in 
your preſent State? There is no Peace, ſaith my God, 
to the Wicked, Iſai. Ivii. 21. 

What have you to yield unto your Souls a ratio- 
nal, a ſincere Conſolation ! Have you ſtately Houſes, 
rich F urniture, large Eſtates, and great ent 
yet theſe do not ſatisfy you. - 

ou 
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You ſeek after Pleaſure, and Joy in ſenſual En- 
tertainments; your Ears are delighted with exquiſite 
Muſick ; your Eyes are pleaſed with a vaſt Variety 
of the agreeable Objects of Sight! Numberleſs are 
the Recreations, and Amuſements, which human In- 
vention has contrived to take up your Time. 

But theſe Things do not ſatisfy you] you are at 

reat Expences, and often take great Pains ; you 
ti your Bodies, and prejudice your Health in 
Purſuits of Objects, to gratify one or other of your 
bodily Senſes. e 

And in the midſt fof your higheſt Enjoyments, 
you ſtill find ſomething wanting to give your Minds 
ſatisfying Joy! you have not yet found Reſt for 
your Souls! | 

And all the while that you have an Affluence of 
worldly Things, you are wretched Creatures. The 
Curſe of God 1s upon you! yoꝑ are liable to a Variety 
of Diſtempers, to the Gout, to the Stone, and to a 
thouſand other bodily Diſeaſes, to Melancholy, to De- 
ſpair; and you are obnoxious to Enemies, to Shame, 
and to a Diverſity of Afflictions, which you cannot 
comprehend, and liable to everlaſting Torment m 
the next World. | | | 
But I may add, that altho* your preſent Condi- 
tion is bad beyond Conception, yet you may be de- 
livered from it! There is a ſure Way to Safety, 
Comfort, and Happineſs, both in this World, and 
in that to which you are going. Read again, and 
ponder in your Thoughts what has been propoſed 
to your Conſideration in my former Letter, Pag. 28, 
29, Sc. for the Encouragement of your Hope and 
Joy in following the Directions of the Goſpel. | 

Repent of your Sins, and believe in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt and all your Iniquities will be forgiven 
you. Our good God, tho? you have provoked him 
Times and Ways without Number, will then be 
reconciled to you; and your eternal Salvation, and 

"4 Happineſs 
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eh through the crucified, the riſen, the ex- 
alted and bleſſed Jz$vs will be ſure. 

O become ſincere Diſciples of the crucified, 
and riſen Jeſus! take him for your Saviour, and 
Prince for your Maſter, and Lord! and truſt in 
him, and in him alone, for a compleat Salvation 
from all your Sins, as well as from the everlaſting 
Puniſhment due unto you for them! Truſt in him 
alone for Holineſs, and Happineſs ; for Grace to 


encline, and enable you to lead holy Lives accord- 


; ing to the Will of God. 


Then will you find thoſe rational Pleaſines, thoſe 


ſincere Comforts, and that ſolid Peace and Reſt 
for your Souls, which you never knew before! then 
will you know the Difference between the Pleaſures 
of Sin, and the Conſolations which the Goſpel ad- 
* Miniſters to penitent, and believing a then 
| 2 will deſpiſe, and abhor your former carnal, and 

enſual Delights, and find that Satisfaction in the 
Service, and Enjoyment of God, which you would 
not part with for ten thouſand Worlds. This has 
been the Experience of thoſe who goats practiſed 
the like Sins, and purſued and enjoyed the ſame 
ſenſual Pleaſures as yourſelves, but ſince have been 
truly converted, and have accepted of Chriſt, and 
joined themſelves to the Lord in his gracious Cove- 
nant, and walk cloſely with lg: in the Way of 
Holineſs, and known by Expe;;. de that the Plea- 


ſures of a religious holy Life, are inexpreſſibly 


greater tlian thoſe of Sin. 

And O that it may pleaſe the God of all Grace, 
by the mighty working of his holy Spirit, to put it 
into your Hearts ſincerely thus to expreſs yourſelves 
unto him, viz. 

O holy, and moſt merciful God! I am now 
% convinced that I have long been a vile, ſinful, 
« ouilty, and a rebellious Creature againſt Thee 


« convinced that there is a ſinful, and dreadful De- 
wy * pravity 
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« pravity in my Nature, and a ſtrong and prevail- 
ing Bias on my Will and Affections to Things 
ce contrary to thy Laws! and that I have been eagerly 
cc purſuing Objects, unbecoming the Deſires, which | 
« [ ovght to cheriſh ! 1 am now avaicet that 1 
« want a Saviour | and that 1 muſt be miſerable for 
« ever without one | 
1 am now convinced that thy olly begotten, 
ct and well-beloved Son, the bleſſed Jeſus, is the 
« Saviour, and I thankfully: accept of him -as' my 
& only Redeemer ! as uy great] Nope Frieſt, 
« and King 
Faith is thy Gift! Lord beſtow this hegrenly. 
« Gift on me in a large Meaſure! and - quicken 
et me by thy Spirit, who aininaturally death} in Treſ- 
« paſſes, and Sing 
« O make me a new "Creature" in Chriſt Jeſus? 
&© Make the old Things to paſs away, and all 
« Things to become new ® and holy in me! 
&« now renounce all my Sins! I give up myſelf 
&« unto Thee, to be thine in the everlaſting Cove- 
e nant and to be inſtructed, inclined, and enabled 
cc always to live according" to the Engagements of 
cc it. k 
O0 pardon al my Sins! be Thou my rethincilect 
« God, my Lord my Lawgiver, and my Portion, 
c now. hencefarts ad for ever! Amen, for the 
« Sake of Curiſt * as my Advocate, and Redeemer. 
«© Amen.” | 
Thus be you pevie with to. accept of Chriſt, 
and devote yourſelves to God; and teſtify the Since- 
rity of your Faith in Chriſt, and the Uprightneſs of 
your Hearts, by a conſtant Attendance on the pub- 
lick Worſhip of God, and.a conſcientious Obedience 
to all his Commandments. 


® 2 Cor. v. 17. 
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Forgiveneſs, and everlaſting Life 


A 
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And let not the Scoffs and Deriſions of any of 


your Acquaintance make you aſhamed of the Goſpel 


of Chriſt, who ſuffered Death, that you might obtain 

nor alhamed of 

obſerving his Sabbaths, and Ordinances, nor of on- 
ing his Cauſe, and his People. 

Let the Operations of the Divine Providence be 


compared with the Declarations of God recorded in 


his Word, and they are a perpetual Evidence of the 
Divine Authority of the facred Scriptures, and of the 
Truth of the Goſpel! An Evidence of the Being, 
Wiſdom, Power, Goodneh, and Righteouſneſs ..of. 


God, and of the Unreaſonableneſs of Atheiſm, and 


Infidelity, and indeed of all Irreligion. 

- Many, other Things I might fitly propoſe to the 
Conſideration of the Inhabitants of Great Britain 
who have long been under the Threatnings of the 
Word and Providence of God ; but I will only add, 
that God, in the Time of his awful Viſitation of Cities 
and Countries for Sin, will make a Difference in his 


Dealings with the Righteous, and the Wicked. 


See 1/a. ni. 10, 11. Say e 10 the Righteous that it 
ſhall be well with him: Fur they ſhall cat the Fruit of. 
their Doings. Wo unto the Wicked, it ſhall be 1% 


with him : For the Reward of bis Hanis ſal be 
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